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Novus

Chapter One

Daniel is asleep in his bed, snoring, with a strand of 
drool connecting his mouth to his pillow. His brown 
hair is messy from a night of rolling around. 

The  sunlight  streams  through his  blinds,  catching 
the dust in the air and illuminating the piles of clothing 
on his bedroom floor.

With a buzz, his alarm clock sounds and this sixteen 
year old reaches out from under his covers and knocks 
it off his bedside table. He then rolls over to face the 
wall and closes his eyes again with a groan.

A voice echoes up the stairs and through the door 
into his room,

“Daniel, get out of bed!” His mother yells.

She  is  downstairs  cooking  breakfast;  the  glorious 
smell of bacon and eggs wafts through the house. She 
flips over the eggs as the door to the kitchen swings 
open and Ethan, Daniel's friend walks into the house.

He stops and looks over at Daniel's mother,
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“Morning, Mrs. Kurt.”

She turns to face him as she takes bacon out of the 
frying pan.

“Good morning, Ethan. He's still up in his room.”

She turns back to cooking. Ethan drops his school 
bag and steals a piece of bacon before running out of 
the kitchen. He heads across the lounge area and up the 
stairs to the room.

Daniel is still in bed, wrapped up in the covers.  A 
hand  reaches  around  the  door  and  it  slowly  creeps 
open. Ethan quietly sneaks through the door and into 
the room. With a sudden burst, he jumps onto Daniel 
and yells at him,

“WAKE UP!”

Startled,  Daniel  quickly  sits  up  in  bed,  knocking 
Ethan down and onto the floor. He looks down with 
disdain at his friend who is laughing uncontrollably.

“I  hate  you  so  much...”  Daniel  says,  his  words 
mumbled as he is half asleep.

Ethan  stands  up  and  stops  laughing.  He  walks 
toward the door, turning back to Daniel for a moment.
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“Come on, ass face. Time for school.”

Daniel, still tired, picks up and throws his pillow as 
hard as he can but it misses and hits the door as Ethan 
exits  the  room.  He  sits  there  for  a  moment,  his 
bloodshot  eyes  staring  at  the  fallen  pillow.  He then 
groans and swings his legs around, getting out of bed.

 He  looks  around  the  messy  room and  finds  his 
school clothes in a pile from the day before. He rubs 
his eyes and extends his arm with little effort.

“I can't reach them, I'll just stay home,” he says as 
he lays straight back down into the bed.

His mother yells out again from the kitchen.

“Daniel, bacon!”

He opens his eyes and thinks for a moment,

“Damn it...” he says as he sits up and leans forward, 
picking up his uniform from the pile.

With only  a small amount of energy and care, he 
pulls on his school uniform and shoes. He then picks 
up his backpack as he exits his room, slowly slinking 
down  the  stairs  and  across  the  lounge  towards  the 
kitchen.

3



Joshuah Buckle

Sam, Daniel's younger brother, is sitting with Ethan 
at  the breakfast  bar,  eating as Mrs Kurt is  preparing 
lunches for the day. Ethan reaches for more bacon but 
his hand is slapped away by Daniel's mother.

“Doesn't  your mother  feed you?” she says with a 
stern expression.

Ethan smiles and responds, 

“Yes, but she doesn't make food like you do...”

She looks at him, slightly confused,

“What do you mean?”

Ethan looks up at her with a mouth full of food,

“Your food is edible.”

She looks up behind the boys as Daniel walks into 
the kitchen.

“It's about time,” she says.

Daniel walks over and sits down next to Ethan. He 
starts to shovel bacon and eggs into his mouth.

Ethan turns to him,

“Ready  for  a  fun  day  of  school?”  He  asks 
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sarcastically.

Daniel  gives  Ethan  an  unimpressed  look  then 
continues  to  eat.  Ethan  reaches  across  and  steals  a 
piece of bacon from Daniel's plate then quickly stands.

“I'm gonna go get Beth,” he says on his way out the 
door, with the stolen bacon hanging out of his mouth.

Daniel pauses for a moment but is too tired to fight 
for his food so he just continues eating what's left as 
his younger brother looks over at him,

“Why are you even friends with him?”

Daniel  looks  over  at  Sam  and  responds  with  a 
mouthful of food,

“Because of your face...”

Daniel's mother pulls the almost empty plate from 
under his face, and he grabs the last piece of bacon off 
it as it is taken. She then places a packed lunch in front 
of him.

“Don't be late,” she says while looking directly at 
him, as if burning her stern image into his mind as a 
reminder to be on time.

He  grabs  the  lunch,  stands  up  and  puts  it  in  his 
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backpack,

“I won't be late,” he says as he heads out the door.

He  walks  outside  and lets  the  door  swing closed 
behind himself then continues around the side of the 
house and out to the front  yard.  Ethan is across the 
street talking with Beth on her front lawn. She's in the 
same year  as  both the boys,  not  part  of the popular 
crowd but beautiful nonetheless, with her small figure 
and long dark hair.

“It's about time!” Ethan yells from across the street.

Ethan and Beth start walking towards Daniel.

“Hey,” Beth says to him as they join him.

Daniel  nods  in  recognition  to  her  then  turns  and 
walks along the road.  The others  follow behind.  No 
one speaks for a while until Beth turns to Ethan,

“What's up with Daniel?”

Ethan shrugs,

“I think it's his time of the month...” he says as he 
looks forward to him,

“What's up with you, dumb ass?”
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Daniel rubs the back of his head as the other two 
walk faster and catch up to him.

“Just  tired,  hey.  I was up 'til  two working on the 
English assignment.”

They hear a voice yelling out to them from behind 
and stop to turn around to see Beth's twelve year old 
sister Hayley running after them.

“Beth, wait!..”

Beth hangs her head and lets out a groan,

“Why?...” she mumbles to herself.

Ethan looks over to her,

“We could always just start running.”

A  few  moments  later,  Hayley  catches  up  to  the 
group.

“Mum said I can walk with you today.”

Beth turns to her,

“Yay for me”, she says sarcastically,

“Let's go then.”

The group turn back around and start  walking up 
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the road toward their school.

“What's everyone been up to?” Hayley asks.

Ethan turns to Hayley,

“Shh... let the adults talk now, 'kay, pumpkin?” he 
says condescendingly.

Beth  laughs  and  looks  to  Hayley,  who  is  a  little 
upset and ignoring her.

“So, did you at least finish the assignment?” Beth 
asks Daniel.

Daniel slows down as he responds,

“Yeah. I kinda started and finished it last night.”

Ethan laughs and turns to him,

“You had over a month to do that, you know?”

Daniel shrugs then turns to Beth,

“Where's Marcus?” he asks.

“He's  probably  getting  dropped  off  again”,  Beth 
replies.

Ethan laughs,
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“What a lazy ass. He lives closer to school than we 
do.”

The group continue walking.

“What are you guys doing after school?” Beth asks.

Ethan  turns  to  her  and  walks  backwards  as  he 
answers,

“Not a damn thing.”

He almost trips over and quickly turns back around. 
Beth  looks  over  at  Daniel  and  gives  him  a  gentle 
nudge.

“What about you, Dan?”

Daniel glances across to her as he walks,

“I was just gonna head home.”

“Lame,” Ethan says as he walks to the front of the 
group and turns to face them with an idea,

“What about the cave?”

Beth smiles,

“Yeah, that sounds good”

Ethan  and  Beth  both  look  at  Daniel,  awaiting  a 
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response. He nods after a few seconds.

Ethan  raises  his  fist  in  triumph  and  turns  back 
around,

“Ladies and gentleman, we have a plan.”

Ethan trips over his own feet and everyone laughs. 
They walk past him as he gets up and they all walk 
around the corner and across the road to the front of 
the school.

The street is full as kids are being dropped off.  A 
small blue sedan pulls up and their friend Marcus gets 
out. He is the same height as Daniel but his short red 
hair sets him apart. The group begins to walk over to 
him. Marcus pulls his backpack over his shoulder and 
turns to see them. He waves as he moves to meet up 
with them.

“Hey guys!” Marcus yells out as his bag falls off his 
shoulder  and onto the ground. He quickly gathers  it 
back up as the others reach him.

Daniel moves in to help him with his backpack.

“I got it,” Marcus says as Daniel leans in to offer his 
assistance.

He closes his pack and stands up.
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“We're  hitting  the  cave  after  school...  you  in?” 
Ethan asks.

Marcus looks back as his parents car drives off,

“Shouldn't be a problem.”

Hayley  is  looking  around,  bored  as  she  feels 
excluded from the group. Beth looks back at her,

“You should go and find your 'friends'.”

Hayley  pokes  her  tongue  out  at  her  sister,  turns 
around and walks away from the group. Beth watches 
for a moment  as she walks away, then turns her focus 
back to the others,

“Sorry about her, guys. She can be so annoying.”

Ethan quickly looks over at Beth with a very serious 
look on his face,

“Yes, but so is your face...”

Beth  shoots  him  a  glance,  unimpressed  with  his 
comment then turns to walk off. The group follow her 
up the front path, through the crowds of children and 
into the school.

Once inside, they begin to separate and find their 
lockers.  Ethan runs off  quickly,  looking back at  the 
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others as he does.

“I'll see you guys at class in ten!” He yells out and 
almost trips over a kid skateboarding in the hall.

Beth shakes her head,

“Once  day  he's  going  to  kill  himself.  He  has  a 
serious case of not watching where he's going...”

She then walks off, waving to Daniel and Marcus as 
she does.

Daniel  and  Marcus  continue  on  together  as  their 
lockers are close to each other.

Marcus opens his locker and looks over at Daniel,

“Did you get your assignment done?”

Daniel opens his locker,

“Yeah, I got it all done last night. I totally forgot all 
about it and had to slam it out as quick as I could.”

Marcus laughs as he searches through his locker.

“I hope it's good enough.”

Daniel shrugs, 

“As long as I get a pass, I'm happy.”
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They both close their lockers and head towards their 
first class.

Daniel  stops  on  the  side  of  the  hall  at  a  water 
fountain to take a drink,

“I'll catch up,” he says as Marcus continues on to 
class. Daniel  leans down to drink as the bell sounds 
and everyone scatters from the hall into their rooms.

He finishes drinking and makes his way up the hall 
to class. When he finally walks in the door, he notices 
that  almost  everyone  has  already  taken  seats.  Mrs. 
Rogerson is looking at him as he enters and he quickly 
takes a seat  a few rows in front of Ethan.  Beth and 
Marcus are scattered throughout the room.

Everyone in the class opens up their books and get 
ready  for  class.  Daniel  pulls  out  his  books  and 
immediately starts drawing on the inside of it.

He hears Ethan whisper his name from behind,

“Daniel. Psst.

Daniel  stops his drawing for a moment  and turns 
around.  Ethan  is  motioning  for  him  to  turn  back 
around  to  face  the  front.  As  he  does,  he  sees  Mrs. 
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Rogerson is staring right at him.

“Daniel,” she says sternly.

He looks around, everyone in the class has raised 
their hands.

“I  guess  I  need  to  repeat  myself.  If  you've 
completed your assignment, raise your hand.”

Daniel raises his hand up with the others. She looks 
at him for a moment.

“Pay more attention,” she says as she turns back to 
the chalk board.

She starts  writing and,  seconds later,  Daniel  goes 
back to drawing in his book.

After a few moments of silence, a crumpled piece of 
paper  lands  on  his  book,  distracting  him  from  his 
drawing. He quickly covers it with his hand and looks 
up to make sure Mrs. Rogerson didn't see it land.

Daniel  looks  around  the  room  and  sees  Beth 
motioning for  him to  open it.  He looks up again at 
Mrs. Rogerson quietly proceeds to open the crumpled 
ball of paper.

It opens to reveal a note from Beth saying 'Sarah 
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has been staring at you all morning'.

He looks over at Beth, she raises her eyebrows and 
points inconspicuously at Sarah on the other side of the 
room.  Daniel  looks  over  at  her.  She  is  blonde, 
beautiful,  and only a few seats away from him. She 
looks at him and he quickly pretends to be listening to 
the teacher while writing in his book.

He looks back over at Beth, who nods at him, then 
crumples the paper up and puts it in his pocket.

Mrs.  Rogerson  takes  a  step  forward  and  sternly 
talks to him,

“Mr. Kurt!”

He looks up at her.

“Are you paying attention?”

Daniel nods and responds,

“Yes, Miss.”

She stands there for a moment, glaring at him.

Before turning back to the front she responds,

“See me after class.”
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She walks back to the front and Daniels head drops.

….….….….….….….….….….

The sound of the bell is heard.  The doors to the rooms 
swing open and the halls instantly fill up with students.

Ethan,  Beth  and  Marcus  come  out  of  Mrs. 
Rogerson's room and stop just outside.

“Detention?” Beth asks the others.

“Probably,” Ethan replies.

Daniel is sitting at his desk as the rest of the class 
are  emptying from the room. He stands up with his 
books and makes his way to Mrs. Rogerson's desk.

She stops  and turns  her  chair  to  face  him with  a 
disappointed expression on her face,

“What am I going to do, Daniel?”

He shrugs his shoulders.

She pauses a moment and shakes her head slightly,

“I'm not even going to bother giving you detention; 
you never seem to learn anyway. I really just need you 
to start paying attention. Can you at least try?”
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Daniel looks down at his feet as she continues.

“Your friends can sit there and do the work just fine 
but you seem to just slip into your own little world... 
I'm  going  to  have  to  set  up  a  meeting  with  your 
parents.”

He looks up again at her,

“Yes, Mrs. Rogerson.”

She looks at  him for  a  few moments  longer  then 
puts her head down to do paperwork.

“Out,” she says.

Daniel turns and walks towards the door.

Beth,  Ethan and Marcus  are  still  waiting  for  him 
outside as he walks into the hall.

“So... Detention?” Ethan asks.

“Nope,” Daniel responds as he continues on to his 
locker.

They all turn and follow him,

“How did you manage to get out of that?” Marcus 
asks.
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Daniel reaches his locker and opens it,

“She wants to talk to my parents.”

Ethan steps up next to him,

“Ohhh, that is never a good thing, man.”

“Yeah, I'm pretty sure that's worse,” Beth tells him.

Daniel puts his books into his locker and pulls out a 
small bag, ignoring what the others were saying.

“I'll meet you guys in the cafeteria”, he says.

Ethan turns and starts to run away,

“Foooooooood!” He yells as he disappears around a 
corner.

The friends just stare as he goes.

“Well, that was a little unnecessary,” Beth says.

Daniel pulls out his lunch and closes his locker,

“Packed lunch again, hey?” Marcus asks.

Daniel nods,

“Yeah. Mum has this thing about healthy lunches or 
18
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some crap.”

They all start walking down the hall.

“At least she takes the time. My dad just gives me 
money and tells me to study hard,” Marcus says.

They turn the corner and walk into the large open 
cafeteria where Ethan is already finishing up in line 
with a tray full of food.

Daniel walks over and sits down with his lunch as 
the others go over to pick theirs up.

He sits there alone for a short while, grabbing his 
salad roll out and looking a it,

“Yay... Rabbit food,” he says to himself as the 
others walk over and sit down at the table with him. 
Ethan has twice as much food as anyone else.

“I'm not sure if you guys have ever noticed but Mrs. 
Rogerson is extremely boring,” Ethan says as he takes 
a bite of his lunch.

Beth nods, and Marcus finishes a mouthful of food 
and looks up at the group,

“So, are you guys all coming to my birthday party?”

Daniel nods with a mouthful of food as Beth 
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responds,

“Of course. Finally turning sixteen and catching up 
with us. I remember when I was as young as you.... 
Good times.”

Ethan speaks with a mouthful of food,

“Free food, girls and a pool... I'm there.”

Beth cringes.

“Watching Ethan with a mouthful of food striking 
out with girls in bikinis all afternoon, should be fun,” 
Daniel says with a grin on his face.

Ethan looks over at him with food hanging out of 
his mouth. He picks up a piece of lettuce from his 
sandwich and throws it at Daniel, hitting him in the 
face and falling onto the table.

Daniel looks at him for a moment and goes to say 
something as everything out the window suddenly 
goes bright, like a flash of lightning without sound. 
Seconds later the cafeteria blacks out completely and 
everything is silent.

Beth looks around,

“What the hell was that?”
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Chapter Two

They all look around, and everyone else in the 
cafeteria looks confused.

One of the teachers enters the room and speaks 
loudly so that everyone can hear,

“Please continue with your lunches as normal and 
then head to class. We're just having a power out.”

Daniel quickly flicks the lettuce and it hits Ethan in 
the face, sticking to his lip. The group all laugh as 
Ethan quickly slurps it in with the rest of the food.

.….….….….….….….….….

The students are all filing back into Mrs. Rogerson's 
classroom. Daniel, Beth, Ethan and Marcus find seats 
closer together and sit down.

The class goes quiet as they wait for the teacher. 
Marcus leans over the Daniel,

“You think she's testing us?” Marcus asks.

Daniel looks confused,
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“What do you mean?”

Marcus leans in closer,

“She's always in here before us, like, every time.”

As Marcus finishes his sentence, Mrs. Rogerson 
walks into the room.

“We may be out of power but that does not stop us 
from learning. Everyone take out your books.”

The class becomes active as everyone prepares.

Mrs. Rogerson grabs a handful of papers from her 
desk and looks out at the class.

“I thought due to the current circumstances, it might 
be the right time for a test.”

The class lets out a collective groan as she starts 
handing out tests to the front row,

“You all know the drill. Take on and pass it on.”

The students all pass back tests. Daniel looks over 
at Ethan who mimes out making a noose and hanging 
himself.

The test reaches Daniel and he turns around to pass 
the rest on and catches a glimpse of Sarah looking over 
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and smiling at him. He smiles nervously back at her 
and then turns back to look at the test.

“You'll have one hour to finish and...”

She is interrupted as the principals assistant, Mr. 
Jensen, enters the room and walks right up to her to 
speak quietly. She then follows him out into the hall.

“I'll be one moment.”

Daniel looks over at Beth who looks over at Sarah 
then back to him with a wink. A ball of paper hits 
Daniel in the back of the head. He turns around to see 
Ethan smiling at him,

“What?” Ethan says sarcastically.

The class goes quiet as Mrs. Rogerson and Mr. 
Jensen both return to the room. Mr. Jensen takes a step 
toward the students,

“Alright, students. We have been notified that the 
entire town has been affected by the blackout and that 
all schools are letting students finish and head home.”

Everyone gets excited.

Mrs. Rogerson steps in quickly,

“I still want you all to read chapter eleven of your 
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English text for tomorrow.”

Everyone's excitement fades and groans are heard 
as they gather their books and begin to stand.

Ethan walks over to Daniel,

“Early day, hey. Nice!” Ethan says loudly as Daniel 
picks up his books.

They walk out of the room together as Marcus and 
Beth catch up.

“I wonder what caused the blackout,” Beth says.

“No idea, and I don't really care”, Ethan responds.

Ethan runs off to his locker and Beth follows. 
Marcus walks with Daniel over to their lockers. Daniel 
stops and Marcus continues walking,

“I better go call Mum to come pick me up,” he says 
as he walks off.

Daniel grabs his backpack out of the locker and 
closes it, heading out to the front of the school.

He walks across the road and back towards home as 
Beth and Ethan catch up,

“Wait up!” Beth yells from behind.
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“You could have waited for us man,” Ethan says.

Beth starts to cross the road, heading towards her 
house,

“I'll see you guys later on.”

The boys both wave to her as she goes.

“We still on for the cave later?” Ethan asks.

Daniel nods his head,

“Sure, yeah, sounds good.”

Ethan gives him a wide eyed look,

“Maybe next time we'll invite Sarah, hey?” he says 
as he speeds up to go ahead of Daniel. He looks back 
from a distance and yells out,

“Don't forget... cave!”

Daniel waves him off and turns onto his lawn and 
and walks in the front door of the house.

He closes the door behind himself and walks 
through the hallway into the lounge room,

“Mum. I'm home.”

He drops his backpack and jumps on to the couch. 
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He picks up the remote and presses the power button 
for the TV. Nothing happens.

He remembers about the blackout,

“Wow... I am stupid.”

Daniel's mother starts to walk down the stairs,

“What are you doing home?” 

He bends his neck back and looks up at her as she 
makes her way down,

“Everyone was sent home because of the blackout. 
Did we lose power here too?”

She makes her way into the lounge room,

“It's the whole town, I think. No power, phone lines 
or anything.”

Daniel reaches into his pocket to pull out his 
mobile. It's turned off. He holds the power button and 
the phone starts up.

“That won't do any good,” his mother says.

He looks over at her,

“It's turning on.”
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She walks over in front of him,

“And how much service do you have?”

The phone finishes booting up and he looks at the 
screen which shows that there is no service.

“What am I supposed to do, then?”

His mother walks out of the room while responding,

“Have you got any homework?”

Daniel pauses for a moment before replying,

“No....”

Her head pops back through the door to the kitchen,

“Go do your homework.”

Daniel groans as he gets up, taking his phone and 
backpack with him.

“Fine. I'll do it but I won't enjoy it.”

She yells out as he makes his way up the stairs,

“That's fine with me!”

Daniel disappears up the stairs into his room, 
closing the door behind him. He drops his bag on the 
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ground and throws his phone as he face plants onto his 
bed.

“This sucks,” he says with his voice muffled by the 
blankets.

“Mum, I'm home,” comes Sam's voice from 
downstairs.

Daniel continues to lay there as Sam comes up the 
stairs, opens the door and pokes his head in the room.

“You get let out too?”

Daniel rolls over to face him,

“We go to the same school, dumb ass,” he says as 
he picks up his pillow and throws it at the door, hitting 
Sam in the face,

“Mum, Daniel's throwing things at me!” He yells 
down the stairs.

She doesn't respond. Sam turns back to Daniel, 
picks up the pillow and throws it back at him then 
quickly leaves the room. The pillow completely misses 
Daniel, who grabs it and puts it under his head. He gets 
comfortable just as his bedside clock begins to flash.

He quickly gets up and walks over to the wall, 
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flicking the bedroom light which comes to life. He 
then leans his head out the open door and yells 
downstairs,

“Mum! Power's on!”

Daniel turns the light back off and jumps back into 
bed, grabbing his mobile and sees that it now has full 
service. He sends a message to Ethan asking what time 
he wants to meet at the cave.

He stands up, putting his phone in his pocket and 
heads out the door and down the stairs. His mother is 
walking past the bottom of the stairs and looks up at 
him on the way to the lounge,

“Let's see about this blackout,” she says as she 
picks up the remote and turns the TV on. She flicks 
through the channels which are mostly blank as Daniel 
walks past and into the kitchen.

He heads straight for the fridge and opens it, 
pausing as he stares into it for a moment before pulling 
out the bottle of milk, drinking some straight from the 
container.

Sam walks into the kitchen behind him,

“Mum! Daniel's drinking from the bottle.”
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Daniel stops,

“Why do you have to be such a little douche all the 
time?”

He puts the milk back into the fridge and walks out 
of the kitchen, bumping into Sam on his way out.

Daniel's mother is watching the news as he walks 
over and leans on the back of the couch. They listen as 
the presenter continues,

“... It is still unknown at this time what has caused 
such a wide spread power outage but we'll be sure to 
bring you updates as the day progresses...”

Daniel's mother shakes her head as he talks,

“Did they say much?”

She motions him to be quiet as the news anchor 
continues,

“In other news, we have become aware that the 
president has called an emergency conference, and 
we'll be crossing over shortly.”

His mother turns around to him,

“Have you done your homework yet?
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He stares at her blankly for a moment before 
responding unconvincingly,

“... Sure....”

He turns around quickly and walks back into the 
kitchen where Sam is sitting on the bench eating a 
bowl of cereal.

Daniel opens the fridge again and pulls out a cold 
slice of left over pizza,

“How long has the pizza been in here?”

Sam shrugs in response. Daniel looks at it for a 
moment then takes a bite as his phone beeps. He grabs 
out his phone and opens a reply from Ethan asking for 
them to all meet at 3. He puts his phone back in his 
pocket and walks back out of the kitchen with the cold 
pizza in hand.

He walks over and sits on the far side of the couch, 
across from his mother. The TV shows people walking 
around and taking seats in a press conference. A 
podium with the presidential seal takes focus.

Daniel's mother looks over at him,

“Don't think I don't know you haven't even touched 
your homework...”
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He rolls his eyes,

“I'll do it after I finish this pizza,” he says as he 
takes the smallest possible bite.

They both look on as the president enters the 
conference and takes his place behind the podium.

Daniel's mother yells out to the other room,

“Sam, the president is on!”

He replies from the kitchen,

“Boring...”

She looks back at the TV and turns up the volume 
as the president begins,

“My fellow Americans. It is with a heavy heart that 
I stand here today. Right now, the leaders of every 
country are talking to their citizens. At eleven AM 
today, eastern standard time, we experienced the 
world's first global blackout.”

Daniel leans forward with a surprised expression,

“Holy crap. Global?”

His mother taps the couch near him,
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“Shhhh...”

The president seems to compose himself as he 
continues,

“We did not know the extent of the outage until we 
were able to re-establish communications. The words I 
speak now seem impossible but I must assure you, 
they are true... This morning, prior to the blackout, two 
astrophysicists discovered the largest solar flare ever 
on record heading towards us. By the time they 
realised what it was, the power had already gone.”

He pauses for a moment before continuing,

“Half an hour ago, those same two men discovered 
that the flare that hit was only a preceding flash caused 
by a larger reaction building in our sun.”

The president's wife and daughters move in closer, 
putting their hands on him with tears in their eyes.

“At some point tomorrow morning, there will be 
another flare unlike anything ever thought of before. It 
will be so powerful that there will be no hope of life 
surviving on this planet by the end of the tomorrow...”

Everyone goes completely silent as he speaks with a 
tear in his eyes.
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“There are no words I feel that I can say to bring 
comfort. I will be spending my final hours with my 
family and I suggest everyone does the same. May 
God keep you, bless you and may He be with us all in 
this time of need.”

With that, he takes his family and leaves the room 
as the conference room explodes into a mix of fear and 
confusion.
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Chapter Three

Daniel looks over at his mother, upset and scared,

“Mum?”

She is staring blankly at the TV screen with tears 
running down her face,

“MUM!” he says loudly.

She quickly turns to face him but is unable to say 
any words. She looks over behind Daniel to Sam, who 
is standing in the kitchen doorway looking scared. She 
quickly pulls Daniel in close and holds him,

“Sam,” she says through her tears.

He runs over and she embraces them both.

“What are we going to do?” Daniel asks his mother 
who tries to talk,

“I don't know, boys... I just... don't even know what 
to think.”

She continues holding them for a while, trying to 
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get her mind clear as they all contemplate the news 
that they've just heard. For a while, no one is able to 
mutter even a few words.

After some time, she pulls away slightly while still 
holding her boys,

“I just want you boys to know that I love you so 
much and not even this will be able to break us apart. 
Whatever happens next, we'll be there together.”

She composes herself for a moment before 
continuing,

“I want you boys to forget what is happening and 
just go do whatever you want for the afternoon, then 
tonight we'll have a nice big family dinner together,” 
she says while fighting to bring a small smile to her 
face,

“Now, go on.”

Both boys slowly get up, unsure of what to do. They 
both make their way up into their rooms as their 
mother quietly breaks down into a mess of tears. 

Daniel lays on his bed and blankly looks up at the 
ceiling. He finds it so hard to believe what is 
happening.
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After a short while, his phone beeps. He leans over, 
picks it up and checks out a new message from Ethan. 
'Did you hear?' He drops his arm onto the bed with his 
phone and just continues to lay there.

Sam pops his head into the room,

“Dan... Can I come in?”

Daniel doesn't respond so Sam waits a moment,

“Dan?”

Daniel sits up to face him as he walks over to sit on 
the bed. For a few moments, there is silence until Sam 
begins to talk,

“I'm scared...”

Daniel looks at him,

“Me, too, dude... me too.”

Sam looks down at his feet for a moment,

“Dan. You think it's going to hurt?”

Daniel looks at him with no idea of how to respond. 
Just as he is about to answer, there is a knock on his 
door. Their mother walks into the room and sits down 
with them, holding them close once more,
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“I'm so sorry, boys.”

She fights to hold back her tears, to be strong for the 
boys.

“How long 'til it happens?” Daniel asks.

She just looks at him and shakes her head,

“Sometime tomorrow.”

“Mum?” Daniel says and she looks to him,

“Can I go say goodbye to the guys?”

She stares blankly for a moment then reluctantly 
responds,

“Okay but please don't be gone long. I want to have 
dinner at a good time.”

He stands up and walks over to his desk, looking at 
photos of his friends and family in frames scattered 
around. He picks up a necklace with a crystal fragment 
on it and puts it around his neck.

He turns back and walks towards his door. His 
mother stands up quickly and holds him tight,

“Please be careful and don't take long.”
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Daniel looks up at her as their embrace loosens,

“I promise.”

She lets him go and he walks out of his room, heads 
down the stairs and out the back door to grab his bike.

He walks it around the side of the house and pushes 
it across the street to Beth's house. As he reaches her 
front lawn, he sees through her front window. She 
turns to see him but moves out of view. He continues 
to the front door and as he gets closer, she opens the 
door and comes outside. Her face is red and it's 
obvious that she's  been crying.

“Hi,” Daniel says.

She wipes her face with her sleeve and replies,

“I guess you've heard.”

He nods his head.

“How does something like this happen without 
someone noticing?” She asks.

Daniel shakes his head,

“I don't know...”

She looks down at the ground.
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“I'm heading to the cave. I have a feeling Ethan will 
be there,” he says.

Beth looks around at her family through the 
window,

“I'm not sure if I'll be able to get out of the house.”

She turns back for the door,

“I better get back inside”,

Before she walks in, he grabs her hand,

“If you don't make it, I'll come see you on my way 
home, okay...”

Beth smiles and nods then turns around and goes 
inside, closing the door behind herself.

He turns around and starts to push his bike. He 
looks back through the window as he passes, seeing 
Beth and her family holding each other tight and 
talking. He reaches the road and gets on his bike.

As he rides through the streets, he looks out at all 
the quiet houses. There are no cars on the road and no 
one out on their lawns. Everyone is inside spending 
time with loved ones.

He takes his time to ride carefully along as he looks 
40



Novus

up at the sun, which looks brighter than normal. He 
can't help thinking that maybe it just looks that way 
because of what he knows is about to happen.

After a while, he reaches the end of town, and turns 
onto the mountain road that leads into the nature 
reserve. He follows the dirt road until he sees two 
bikes already laying on the ground beside a small path.

Daniel stops, leaves his bike with the others and 
begins to walk up the path towards the cave entrance. 
When he is half way up, he hears Beth's voice in the 
distance,

“Wait up!”

He turns around to see her coming along the dirt 
road on her bike. She pulls up and drops her bike with 
his and he waits for her to make her way up the path to 
meet him.

“My parents wanted me to get the chance to say 
goodbye to you guys,” she says as they both start up 
the rest of the way.

“I still can't believe what's happening,” Daniel says 
to her,

“I know. It's crazy. You would think someone 
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would have seen it coming.”

Daniel looks at her,

“Maybe they did but they just didn't want the whole 
world panicking.”

They make it to the entrance to the cave and walk 
inside. They follow the cave wall until they come 
across an opening. They walk inside the crystal cavern 
where Marcus and Ethan are sitting and talking.

Ethan looks up at them and stands,

“You made it!” He exclaims.

Marcus turns around to see them.

Beth and Daniel walk across the opening and sit 
down against the cave wall near the others. Light is 
streaming in through the cave entrance in the distance 
and everyone is silent for a moment before Ethan pipes 
up,

“I can't believe it, hey.”

Everyone looks over at Ethan, who is now sitting 
and has his head hanging low,

“I mean, why now? Why not in like a million years 
or something?”
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No one has anything to say so the group goes quiet 
until Beth speaks up after a short while,

“Hey... Do you guys remember when Dan was 
trying to get the crystal off the wall?”

The group all laugh as they remember. Daniel 
laughs and looks around the group,

“Hey, it was hard.”

Ethan leans over towards him,

“Yeah, we remember,” Ethan says, still laughing.

Beth turns to Daniel,

“You chipped your tooth.”

Daniel smiles at her and replies,

“Yeah I know, I was there,” he says as he points to 
the chipped tooth in the corner of his smile,

“I'm just glad they capped it for me. I remember 
telling Mum I fell off my bike.”

Everyone laughs a little harder.

Marcus looks confused,

“When did this happen?”
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Ethan turns to him,

“Not long before you moved here. Beth found this 
place and brought us out after school to show us. Dan 
kept staring at the crystals and he just suddenly picked 
up a rock and started banging it on the wall.

Daniel drops his head into his hands,

“Do you really have to tell this...”

He is interrupted by Beth,

“Shhhhhh.... Adults are talking.”

She giggles and Ethan continues,

“Okay, so. He walks over to the wall and starts 
going nuts on the wall with the rock. After about a 
minute, he goes super ape and slams the rock so hard 
the a piece of crystal breaks off and hits him right in 
the mouth then lands on the ground. With one hand he 
grabs his sore mouth and bends over to pick up the 
crystal, only to see part of his tooth sitting next to it in 
the dirt.”

Everyone starts laughing again as Daniel looks up at 
them, pulling the necklace out from inside his collar,

“At least I got the crystal.”
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They all start to settle down and Beth looks around 
the cave,

“We've had a lot of fun in here.”

The boys nod and Ethan responds,

“I think I would have gone crazy without this 
place.”

Daniel laughs and looks over at him,

“It was way too late for that, don't you think...”

Ethan laughs and throws a small rock at him, 
completely missing.

“Nice shot,” he says sarcastically.

Marcus joins into the conversation,

“Where do you think we'll go after we die, guys?”

Everyone looks over at him. Ethan has a shocked 
expression on his face,

“Way to bring it down, man,” he says. Marcus 
hangs his head,

“Sorry.”

Daniel speaks up,
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“It's alright, man. I'm not sure what will happen but 
I'd like to think there's a heaven.”

Beth nods as Ethan stands up to speak,

“Not sure if there is, hey.”

Beth looks at him,

“You're not sure if there isn't, either.”

Ethan looks at her and shrugs while responding,

“It doesn't really matter. What happens will happen, 
we can't change it. Only thing we can do is have fun 
before we go... Any ideas?” he says while looking 
around at the others.

Marcus speaks up,

“I can't be here long.”

Ethan walks over to him, 

“What... why?

“Because I want to spend time with my family,” 
Marcus explains.

Beth and Daniel both nod in agreement.

Ethan stands in the middle of the group to speak to 
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them all,

“Come on guys. We have one last day. We can do 
whatever we want...”

Daniel stands up,

“Well I 'want' to spend time with my family.”

Ethan looks over at him,

“That's fine man, go then.”

Beth stands up and faces Ethan,

“Ethan, why are you being a tool?”

He looks at her,

“I can be however I want.”

Marcus stays on the ground but cuts in,

“Calm down, guys.”

Ethan looks over at him,

“Shut up, Marcus.”

Ethan takes a step toward him.

Daniel walks over to them both,
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“Come on, man, leave Marcus alone.”

Ethan stops and looks over to the cave entrance as 
something catches his eye. He squints to focus as 
Hayley, Beth's sister, walks into the cave. 

Beth moves toward her,

“Hayley, what are you doing here?” she asks.

Hayley stops,

“I wanted to come too,”

Beth walks over to her,

“We're leaving anyway.”

Marcus stands up and follows Beth and Hayley as 
they turn to start walking. Daniel turns towards them 
but looks over to Ethan as he does,

“I'm not sure why you're acting like this, man, but 
we're going home.”

Ethan's head drops as they begin to move and he 
speaks quietly to them,

“My dad left...”

They all stop and turn back to face him,
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“What?” Beth asks.

Ethan sits down,

“I don't have family to go home to. As soon as we 
heard the news, Dad just walked out the door and 
drove off.”

The group walk over the comfort him. Daniel 
crouches down beside Ethan,

“Come home with me, man, spend the night with 
my family.”

With Ethan's head still hung low he nods,

“Thanks, man.”

Beth turns around and puts her arm around Hayley,

“We better get going while it's still light out, guys.”
With that the group all get up and begin to make their 
way out.

They all stop as a loud rumbling sound comes from 
outside. They look at each other then quickly make 
their way out of the cave to see what it is.

“What is that?” Marcus yells as the noise grows.

They look up to see the sun, and sky gradually gets 
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brighter as they begin to start feeling hot. Daniel looks 
at the sweat on his arm,

“Guys. It's getting a little hot here.”

The sound gets louder and within a split second, 
they all look over in the distance at the horizon where 
Earth's atmosphere has been ignited and the sky is 
burning. They all look on, unable to speak at the sight 
they are witnessing. A fireball that seems to be 
engulfing the world itself is making its way towards 
them.

“GUYS!” Marcus screams.

They all look in the distance as the trees in the 
reserve begin to catch on fire from the heat. Sweat is 
dripping from each of them.

Daniel turns around and screams out at them,

“GET INSIDE THE CAVE!”

They all turn and run as fast as they can into the 
back cavern where they had been before. Beth grabs 
Hayley and holds her tightly,

“Stay close to me.”

She looks up at the others as they huddle against the 
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crystal walls,

“Why is it happening now?”

No one has an answer for her and they can barely 
hear one another. The cave begins to shake around 
them and Beth looks over at Daniel with a confused 
expression,

“DANIEL!” She yells out, but he doesn't hear her.

“DANIEL!” She screams out as loud as she can.

He turns to her and she points to his necklace which 
has started glowing,

“What the hell?” Daniel yells to himself.

As the earth continues to tremble and everything 
gets louder and hotter, Marcus stands up and yells out,

“GUYS!...”

Everyone looks up at him and notices that he is 
looking around at the walls where all the crystals have 
started glowing. They get brighter and brighter and 
strands of plasma begin to shoot between them.

Ethan looks terrified,

“WHAT THE F---”
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Chapter Four

A bright flash encompasses a rich and lush forest as 
Daniel hits the ground. He tries to catch his breath as 
he is in shock. He looks around, finding it hard to 
breathe, and his body is sunburned. A ringing in his 
ears slowly fades and he begins to hear Beth crying out 
in the distance,

“DANIEL! DANIEL!

She runs over to him as fast as she can, stumbling as 
she does. She reaches him and bends down to make 
sure he's alive,

“Are you okay?”

He coughs a few times and tries to look up at her,

“What happened?”

Beth looks up at the beautiful forest surrounding 
them,

“I have no idea”, she says, her voice trembling.

Ethan's voice is heard far away,
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“Guys!”

Beth looks around but can't see him anywhere. She 
yells out,

“We're over here!”

She looks back at Daniel as he tries to compose 
himself and breathe.

Moments later, Ethan emerges from within the 
forest with Marcus following him. They walk over to 
Beth and Daniel,

“What the hell is going on?” Ethan asks.

No one answers as Daniel sits up and looks around,

“Where are we?” He asks.

The group all look around. Suddenly Beth realises 
that her sister is still missing. She stands up and yells 
out,

“HAYLEY! HAYLEY!.. Guys, where is she?”

She starts walking and looking around. Ethan 
follows her as she begins to run,

“She can't have gone far,” he says as she speeds up.
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“HAYLEY! Where are you?”

Beth and Ethan disappear into the forest. Marcus 
helps Daniel up and they run after them, trying to catch 
up.

Beth is running through the forest, frantically 
looking for Hayley until she hears her in the distance,

“Beth!”

“Hayley!”

Hayley is standing in a small opening in the 
distance. Beth runs for her and grabs onto her. 

“Are you okay?” Beth asks, tears streaming down 
her face.

Hayley nods,

“I'm okay.”

She holds her tight. The others catch up and stop 
inside the clearing just before reaching Beth.

Marcus looks off into the distance,

“What the hell is that?”

They all turn to see what he is looking at. In the 
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distance is a huge city that lies in ruins, overgrown by 
plants and trees.

Ethan speaks up,

“It's a city...”

Beth turns to face them,

“How? What happened to it?”

Daniel takes a few steps forward towards a cliff 
face that drops down into the forest,

“Something is really wrong here, guys.”

The group are standing there as a dark figure flashes 
past deep in the forest behind them. Marcus turns 
around,

“Guys. Did you hear that?”

Everyone is still staring at the city.

“Hear what?” Beth asks.

Marcus continues to stare into the forest for a few 
moments before looking back at the group,

“Never mind.”

Hayley looks up at Beth,
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“What happened?”

Beth glances back at her then back to the city,

“I really have no idea.”

Ethan begins to move across into the forest and 
down a grassy area that leads down the hill. Beth calls 
out as he moves away,

“Where are you going?”

Ethan stops for a moment to look back and reply,

“I'm going to check out the city.”

Hayley runs after him.

“Wait up guys, we have no idea what's going on 
here,” Daniel says.

Beth starts after her sister,

“Hayley, wait up.”

Ethan and Hayley start down the hill and the others 
reluctantly follow. Marcus looks back into the forest 
before he continues on, catching up to the others 
quickly.

They carefully make their way down the steep and 
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and uneven hillside toward the city.

“Shouldn't we stop and figure out what's going on?” 
Beth asks the group.

Ethan looks across to her,

“How are we supposed to figure anything out 
without actually doing something to find out stuff?” 
He says, making Beth stop talking.

Daniel looks toward the run down city as the hill 
begins to flatten out,

“It all looks so old.”

Just as he finished his sentence, Daniel trips over 
something and rolls. The group stops and Marcus 
bends down to help Daniel,

“Are you okay?”

Daniel nods and Marcus helps him to his knees.

They look down at a small lip of rusty metal poking 
up from below the surface. Daniel starts to pull at it 
and it lifts dirt and grass up,

“Give me a hand.”

Ethan and Marcus move over to help him pull on it. 
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They pull up and the metal slowly begins to slide out 
from its resting place. It is completely covered in rust 
and dirt and after a few more pulls it comes free and 
the boys flip it over.

They drop the sign and stand back to read the 
fainted lettering on its front, 'Welcome to Seattle'...

The group is completely stunned. Daniel takes a 
step closer to inspect it,

“What the hell is this?”

Just as he begins to brush more dirt away, a 
terrifying roar is heard way in the distance in the forest 
where they had come from.

Beth grabs Hayley's hand,

“What was that?” Marcus asks as  the friends all 
stand  together.

Hayley gets closer to Beth and puts her arm around 
her,

“Beth, I'm scared.”

Marcus turns to the group,

“I swear I saw something earlier in the forest.”
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Another loud roar comes from far away in another 
direction, as if whatever it is coming from is 
communicating.

Ethan turns and starts to head toward the city,

“Guys, I think we should get out of here.”

The group all turn and follow at a quick speed,

“No arguments here,” Daniel says, worried.

They continue walking quickly toward the city. 
Hayley looks up at her big sister,

“What was that?”

Beth takes a moment to respond as she thinks of an 
answer,

“I don't know...”

They gain speed and reach the bottom of the hill 
near the outskirts of the city. They pause momentarily 
as they all hear another loud and terrifying roar, this 
time it sounds closer. In the distance atop the hill they 
had been standing on is a figure moving quickly in the 
shadows of the trees.

Ethan turns and runs toward the buildings,
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“GO!” He yells to the others and they all start 
running as the roars behind them become louder and 
more frequent.

Ethan out in front yells back to the group,

“DON'T TURN AROUND!”

They all move and make it to the edge of the city 
and push through the debris and vines to get inside. 

They all enter and make their way across the open 
room full of rubble from its collapsed roof. Large 
concrete blocks litter the area and the group all 
squeeze behind a giant slab to hide.

They all go silent as they hear footsteps running 
outside the building and another loud roar.

Hayley grabs tight to her sister and lets out a small 
whimper. Beth quickly covers her mouth and they all 
hold still and wait. Almost at the point of holding their 
breath, the group waits in fear, silently listening out as 
the sound of vines being pushed aside and footsteps 
come from the other side of the building.

They look at each other with fear in their eyes as 
they listen to something slowly moving around the 
inside of the building, looking for them.
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The footsteps get closer and they can hear slow, 
heavy breathing from the other side of the concrete 
slab. Just then, the echo of a gunshot is heard in the 
distance, outside the building. The thing in the room 
with them lets out a deafening howl and then runs out 
of the building. Everything goes quiet and the group 
look around at each other. Daniel is the first to speak,

“What the hell was that?”

Ethan shakes his head,

“I don't know and I don't really want to find out.”

Beth drops to her knees in tears,

“What is going on, none of this makes any sense.”

Ethan quickly motions for Beth to keep quiet as 
they hear the sound of footsteps again, coming into the 
building. No one moves as they listen again as it gets 
closer.

Hello?” A voice calls out from inside the building 
with them.

Confused, the group looks around.

“If it's of interest to you, they're all gone now. It's 
safe... Well, safer at least.”

62



Novus

Daniel lifts his head up slightly to a crack in the 
concrete and looks through, seeing a man in his 
thirties, dressed in old ratty clothes and covered in 
weapons.

Daniel looks over at Ethan,

“It's just a guy...”

Ethan steps out from their hiding place and the 
others slowly follow. The man takes a few steps 
toward them,

“I was on a rooftop nearby and was sure I saw 
someone run in here.”

Ethan is the first to speak up,

“Who are you? What the hell was that thing?

The man looks at him confused for a moment 
before responding,

“My name is Archer and there's time for questions 
but it's not now,” he says as he raises his gun, pointing 
it towards the group. Two more men walk into the 
building with guns. Archer smiles,

“We'll need you all to come with us.”

Daniel looks toward the other men and back at their 
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leader,

“What the hell is going on?”

Babarus, a very large and bulky man takes points 
his gun towards Daniel,

“No more talking.”

Babarus then eyes off Beth, looking her up and 
down and grinning, making her feel uncomfortable. 
Beth gently pushes Hayley behind her to keep her safe.

Babarus looks over at Archer,

“We need to go.”

Archer nods in reply as Babarus turns to walk out. 
Archer waves his gun at the group.

“Let's go,” he says to the group, and they reluctantly 
begin to move. Beth holds Hayley's hand,

“Stay close to me no matter what,” she says. Hayely 
nods and holds her tight.

The third man follows behind.

With Babarus in the lead, everyone follows slowly. 
Archer stays close to the group. After walking for a 
few moments he leans over to Daniel,
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“He's not as bad as he looks.”

Daniel looks forward at Babarus, the man who is 
covered in more weapons than the others, and is taller 
and bigger than anyone else there by far. He then looks 
back at Archer in disbelief,

“Who are you people?”

Archer sticks close by, talking to Daniel but still 
keeping an eye out in the city,

“We're from the south watchtower. The real 
question is who the hell are you kids and what are you 
doing out here?”

Daniel looks confused about everything Archer just 
said,

“Watchtower?”

Archer looks surprised at his response. Babarus 
shoots a glance back at Archer,

“Enough,” he says in his deep echoing voice.

Archer waits a few moments after Babarus has 
turned back around and speaks quieter to Daniel,

“My name is Archer,” he says then waits as Daniel 
reluctantly introduces himself,
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“... Daniel.”

Ethan pushes Daniel's shoulder from behind,

“Shut up, dude.”

Daniel ignores him and continues talking quietly to 
Archer,

“What are you going to do with us?”

Archer looks around,

“Don't worry, you're safe. Well, safer with us at 
least than out here on your own.”

Daniel looks forward at Babarus then down at the 
ground,

“Sure... safe...”

The group all continue walking within the confines 
of the three men, through the overgrown and broken 
city. After a few hours of walking, they reach a man-
made path that leads up to an old factory that has been 
restored and fortified.

They all walk up to the outer gates of the factory 
where they are greeted by two more men. Babarus is 
let in immediately and the rest of the group follow. 
The two guards stare at them as they make their way 
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in, and close the gates once they're through.

Daniel whispers to Archer,

“What is this place?”

Babarus overhears and turns around,

“This is the south watchtower, little man.”

Suddenly and without warning Ethan turns and 
makes a break through the gates just before they finish 
closing. He runs as fast as he can toward the city and 
the third man with the group starts after him. One of 
the guards raises his gun to get Ethan in his sights. 
Beth screams out,

“NO!”

Archer runs over to the guard and pushes the gun 
down,

“No,” he says, staring the man down.

Archer then looks over as the third man makes it out 
the gate and heads off on foot after Ethan.

Babarus walks over to the rest of group, obviously 
unhappy with the situation.

“The rest of you, inside now.”
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They are then ushered inside but try to keep an eye 
on Ethan in the distance until they are inside.

Beth walks over to Babarus,

“What about our friend?”

He completely ignores her and walks away, locking 
the doors to the factory after Archer makes it inside.

“He'll be fine. Hendrick will bring him back. It's not 
safe out there,” Archer tells her.

Beth looks over at him,

“And how do we know its any safer in here?”

Babarus turns to her and takes a few steps, leaning 
down and getting his face close to hers.

“At least we won't try to eat you.”

The others turn to face him and Marcus speaks up,

“Eat us?”

Archer turns to him,

“You're all lucky you're still alive now.”

“Why?” Daniel asks.
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Archer lowers his weapon, holstering it as he 
responds,

“Because of the Novari.”

The group all stare blankly at Archer,

“What rock have you all been hiding under?.. You 
mean you really all don't know?” He asks.

Babarus looks around at them,

“So they're brain damaged or stupid. It doesn't 
matter either way.” He starts to walk away,

“Follow,” he says on his way out of the front room 
of the building.

The group move along with Archer into a large 
open room that takes up most of the old factory. The 
walls are covered in plants and vines but the floor has 
been cleared enough for a camp-site.

Babarus stretches his arms out and looks around the 
building,

“Welcome to the South Watchtower.”

He points to a ladder that leads up to a hole in the 
roof then looks back at the group,
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“And that concludes your tour. Now sit,” he says 
with a scowl on his face.

He points towards a log in the middle of the camp-
site near the cold ashes of an extinguished fire. They 
all move over and sit down, Hayley not letting go of 
Beth for even one second.

“Stay close,” Beth tells her and Hayley nods in 
reply.

Babarus turns away and walks around the building 
as Marcus leans over to speak quietly to Daniel,

“What's going on? Why did Ethan run off?”

Daniel looks at him and shakes his head,

“No idea.”

Archer walks around in front of them and sits down 
to face the group. Daniel looks over to him,

“What's going on?”

Archer looks around to make sure Babarus is not 
within earshot,

“I'm not sure any more...”

He looks down at the ground for a moment before 
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continuing,

“I need to ask you something and please be honest.”

Daniel looks at his friends beside him then back at 
Archer with a nod,

“Go on.

Archer shuffles in his seat and looks over at 
Babarus again who is has started making his way up 
the ladder to the roof.

“What were you guys really doing out there on your 
own?”

Daniel shakes his head as Beth replies,

“We don't know.”

He looks over at her,

“What does that mean though? How did you get 
down into the city?”

Beth continues,

“We don't know. We were just there, that's as much 
as we know ourselves.”

Archer begins to look a little uneasy, wanting his 
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questions answered,

“This is important. I need to know.”

Daniel looks up at him,

“We really don't know. We were all together when 
that flare hit and the next thing we were in the forest 
near the city.”

Archer stares at him for a moment before replying,

“Flare...”

He looks around the room to make sure no one else 
is listening then leans in closer to Daniel,

“Do not tell anyone else about this. Just tell them 
you ran away from the Northern Camp.”

Daniel looks confused,

“Why?”

Archer is beginning to seem nervous and agitated,

“Listen carefully. This isn't the place to explain 
right now.”

He looks up at Babarus, who has disappeared onto 
the roof, then back at them,
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“We need to get you to the Southern Camp. It's safe 
there.”

Daniel leans in to talk to him,

“Why? What's going on?”

Just as Archer is about to respond, Hendrick comes 
through the door into the main room with Ethan, hands 
bound, at his side. Ethan's face is scratched up and his 
clothes are covered in dirt.

Archer quickly stands and walks over to them. 
Daniel turns to see them and sees Ethan,

“What happened to him?”

Hendrick pushes Ethan towards the group and he 
stumbles forward before stabilising himself. He 
continues over and silently sits down across from the 
others.

Archer makes it over to talk to Hendrick,

“What did you do to the kid?”

Hendrick shrugs his shoulders,

“He ram, I chased, he fell, I grabbed him.”

Archer looks over at Ethan,
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“You okay, kid?”

Ethan has a look of anger on his face but gives a 
small nod to him.

Archer sternly looks back at Hendrick for a moment 
before walking back to the camp-site. Hendrick 
follows and sits on his own at the edge of the camp 
and doesn't take his eyes off Ethan.

Babarus yells down from the top of the watchtower,

“Close it up!”

Hendrick looks up as Archer stands and makes his 
way over to the main doors. He opens them and talks 
to the guards out the front for a few moments.

Beth leans over to Ethan,

“You alright?”

Ethan looks up at her for a second then back at the 
ground,

“Fine...”

She continues to stare at him,

“You run off like that and leave us again and I'll be 
the one chasing you down,” she says sternly.

74



Novus

Ethan remained silent.

Hayley looks up at Beth,

“I want to go home.”

The group look at her as she pulls herself tighter 
into Beth's side as she comforts her little sister,

“I know, hun, me too.”

After a few moments of silence, Marcus leans in 
and speaks quietly,

“What should we do, guys?”

Ethan looks up at them,

“I say we just run for it.”

Beth looks over at him, unimpressed with his 
response,

“That didn't really work out for you before, did it?”

Daniel joins the conversation,

“Beth's right.”

Ethan looks over to him and responds sarcastically,

“Oh, what do you suggest then, oh wise and 
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powerful leader?”

Daniel pauses, reluctant to share his thoughts for a 
moment, before continuing,

“I think we should listen to Archer.”

The group are surprised at his words.

“What?” Beth says, stunned.

Ethan leans closer to Daniel,

“Are you freaking kidding me? Listen to one of the 
guys with guns who brought us and locked us in this 
place? Great plan...” He says as he lifts up his hands, 
showing that they are still bound.

Daniel points to Ethan's hands,

“That was your own fault, you ran off and left us all 
here alone and you were caught. Archer seems to 
know what's going on and it really seems like he wants 
to help.”

Ethan leans back with a scowl on his face,

“You sure of that, are you?”

Daniel looks at them,
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“Pretty sure, yeah.”

Beth turns to him,

“That really wasn't very convincing.”

Daniel pauses to gather his thoughts,

“We need someone to help us. We're behind locked 
doors and guards and even if we did make it outside, 
there's those... things out there.”

Ethan leans forward to speak to the group,

“I can get us out of here.”

Marcus turns to face him,

“You couldn't even get yourself out of here.”

Ethan stands up and takes a step forward to be right 
in front of Marcus and leans down to him.

“Say that again, you loser.”

Daniel stands up to confront Ethan,

“ETHAN! What the hell is wrong with you?”

He turns to Daniel to respond,

“This is not the time to play nice, Dan. We need to 
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get out of here and we need to do it soon.”

Daniel places his hand on Ethan's shoulder,

“You really want to get out there alone with those 
things?”

Ethan pauses to think as Daniel continues,

“We need to find out what the hell is going on 
before we even consider doing anything else, and our 
best chance for that is to stay here and wait.”

Beth looks up at them,

“But do you think we'll be safe here?”

Daniel turns to her,

“It can't be any worse than out there.”

Archer begins to walk back into the building with 
the two guards following him. They close the doors 
behind themselves and lift up a large steel pipe that 
they then place onto the door to lock it.

Archer makes sure the doors are locked down then 
turns back and walks over to the camp-site,

“It's almost nightfall,” he says as he walks around 
and sits with the group. Daniel and Ethan take their 
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places once again. One of the guards walks past and 
over to a small man-made building and the other joins 
the group at the camp-site Archer looks up at him as he 
sits down,

“I'll keep an eye on them. Make sure we're all 
locked down.”

The guard nods to him and continues on around the 
building, making sure everything is secure.

Marcus looks over to Archer,

“Why are you locking us all in?”

Archer grins and responds as he pulls out an apple 
and knife, and begins to eat,

“We're not locking ourselves in. We're locking 
other things out.”

One of the guards comes out of the man-made 
building with a small wooden box and places it on the 
ground in front of Archer,

“Thanks.”

The guard then walks off to the ladder to the roof 
and begins to climb up.

Archer opens the small wooden box and pulls out 
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packets of food, throwing them on the ground at 
everyone’s feet,

“Eat up, you'll need your strength.”

Ethan looks at Archer and holds up his bound 
hands. Archer stands and walks over to him, holding 
the knife he is using to eat his apple with,

“Just remember, you run off and you won't make it 
through the night.”

Ethan nods as Archer cuts the bindings.

As Archer heads back to sit down, Daniel leans over 
to talk to him,

“Can you tell us what's going on yet?'

Archer just takes a slice of apple as he responds,

“Eat.”

The group all start to eat quickly as they haven't had 
anything in a while. Archer looks over to Daniel,

“You were saying something about a flare?”

Daniel looks confused as he eats,

“Yeah, the one from earlier.”
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Archer stares at him silently for a few moments,

“Tell me the whole story. What happened?”

Daniel looks at the others eating then back at 
Archer to reply,

“We all heard about the flare that was going to hit 
and we decided to meet up one last time to say our 
goodbyes. Everything started going crazy. It was 
getting hot and really loud outside the cave. We looked 
outside and the whole sky was on fire. We all ran back 
inside and then suddenly we were here in the forest.”

Archer looks confused but after a moment he goes 
back to eating his apple and talks to them,

“Well, you guys look really good for your age.”

The group look up at him confused. Beth speaks up,

“What does that mean?”

Archer looks over at her to respond,

“That flare that you're talking about. That happened 
around fifteen hundred years ago, give or take a few 
years, of course.”
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Chapter Five

Marcus leans back, unsure of what he had just 
heard,

“WHAT?”

Archer looks over at Marcus and motions for him to 
be keep his voice down. He turns back to the group 
and quietly talks,

“From what you're telling me, you're all part of the 
bleed through...”

The group look collectively confused. Ethan speaks 
up,

“What the hell is a bleed through?”

Archer nods as he was continuing before Ethan's 
interruption,

“It's been happening for at least a thousand years 
but it's been years since the last. As far as we know, 
that is.”

The group shuffle in their seats and listen carefully. 
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Daniel leans in to talk to Archer,

“What are you talking about? None of this makes 
sense.”

Archer is beginning to look slightly nervous. He 
looks around to make sure Babarus, or anyone else, 
isn't listening to their conversation. He looks across the 
camp to Hendrick, who seems to be asleep. He turns 
back to Daniel and the others,

“Around fifteen hundred years ago, there was an 
intense solar flare that destroyed everything, and by 
that, I mean anything on or near the planet's surface 
was dead. A few people survived in deep underground 
in caves and bunkers.”

The group are closely listening to what Archer has 
to say but are confused and don't want to believe 
what's going on,

“Most of the survivors ended up dying from 
radiation sickness due to the intensity of the flare. 
Some people were fine, many died, and some ended up 
changing over the generations.”

“What do you mean, changing?” Marcus asks.

Archer looks over to him,
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“Those things in the forest...”

Beth like the others is confused and wants to know 
more,

“The Navri”

Archer turns to her and continues,

“Novari. Yes. They were human in the beginning 
too, but the radiation from the flare kind of messed 
with some people's genetics. Before those people died, 
they had kids and  their kids had kids and over the 
generations they slowly became less and less human. 
It's like they devolved. It was only a few hundred years 
ago that they started getting really violent and they 
were all shut out from society; they were getting 
dangerous.”

Daniel speaks up,

“Dangerous?”

Archer was silent for a moment, uneasy about 
telling the story,

“They hadn't looked like us in many years but they 
were still functioning with us fine. We'd adapted our 
ways because to us, they were still human. Then it all 
went bad. One of them just snapped one day and killed 
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his family in their sleep. It was getting worse day by 
day so they decided to shut them out and build walls 
around the cities. Not long after that, everything 
became a nightmare. Today the Novari are fast, 
violent, and have a taste for us.”

The group look stunned as they try to take in all the 
information. Ethan is the first to speak up,

“Wait. Can you go back to the part where we're in 
the future?”

Archer nods and continues,

“Since the flare, people have documented 
everything they can in journals that are stored in the 
cities. Over the years there are notes of people 
claiming to have randomly arrived saying that the last 
thing they remember was the flare. At first it wasn't 
taken seriously, they just took it as a form of 
regression but it started happening more and more 
often over the years.”

Daniel finally gathers his thoughts to speak,

“So, you're saying that we travelled forward in time 
somehow? How is that even possible?”

Archer faces him to respond,
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“I really don't think 'travelled' is the right word to 
use. It's more like, 'ripped through time'.”

For the first time in a while, Hayley breaks from her 
older sister's side and asks a question,

“But how?”

The group all look at Hayley, hey eyes red from 
crying, and full of fear. Archer continues his 
explanation,

“We really don't know anything about it but a solar 
flare big enough to destroy all life would surely have 
enough power to do something crazy like rip the fabric 
of time.”

The group are all trying to grasp the very concept of 
the situation.

“I'm having a hard time trying to wrap my head 
around all of this,” Daniel says.

Hayley looks up at Beth,

“Can we go home?”

Beth looks over at Archer expectantly who just 
slowly shakes his head at her. Beth looks down at 
Hayley and holds her tightly,
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“I'm so sorry, hun.”

Marcus speaks up,

“What about all of our families? There has to be a 
way to get back.”

Archer looks over to him then looks around the 
group.

“As far as I know, there is no way to go back. 
Nothing in the journals ever said anything about 
people returning and even if you could, you would just 
be returning to a world where the flare has just killed 
almost everyone and everything.”

Ethan stands up and throws the remainder of his 
food in anger,

“This is bullshit. We're supposed to believe all this 
crap?”

Beth looks over at him,

“Shut the hell up, Ethan.”

Archer stands to face him,

“Sit down now,” he says sternly.

Ethan takes a step closer to Archer and doesn't back 
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down. Daniel looks over to him,

“Sit down, man.”

Ethan looks towards Daniel then back to Archer 
before he reluctantly sits back down. Archer takes his 
seat again,

“You need to listen very carefully. Do not tell 
anyone else about any of this.”

Daniel responds quickly,

“How come?”

Archer shuffles in his seat,

“Around three hundred years ago, there were some 
problems with someone who claimed to be from the 
flare. There were altercations and he ended up killing 
people. He tried to escape at night through the main 
gates but ended up letting the Novari in. He was the 
first to die and hundreds of people were massacred 
before they could put the Novari down.”

“We're not going to do that,” Beth says to him and 
Archer shakes his head as he replies,

“It doesn't matter. From that day, a new law was set 
in place that anyone claiming to be from the time of 
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the flare is to be killed on sight, no questions and no 
hesitations. They are strangers in our time and could 
be capable of anything. The leaders justify the need for 
the law saying that they were supposed to die in the 
flare anyway... That is why you can't say anything 
about our conversation to anyone at all... Anyone...”

The group go silent for a few moments. Hendrick 
stands up and makes his way over to Archer,

“What are you all talking about so secretively?”

Archer turns around to face him,

“I'm just trying to figure out why this group of 
idiots were out in the forest on their own.”

Hendrick doesn’t move. He is waiting for Archer to 
tell him more,

“Apparently, they didn't like how things were run in 
North City and ended up making a run for it.”

Hendrick looks up at the kids,

“Really? You all thought that running through a 
forest full of Novari was a smart idea?”

He pauses then looks back at Archer,

“You're right. They are idiots.”
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Hendrick turns and walks away from them and back 
to his spot at the edge of camp.

Beth looks over at Archer,

“Thank you.”

Archer gets ready to speak but is interrupted by 
Babarus yelling out from the roof,

“Archer. Come up!”

He looks up at the watchtower where Babarus is 
leaning through the hole and motioning for him to 
climb up to him.

Archer stands up and begins to walk over to the 
ladder,

“Keep quiet, eat your food and I'll be back,” he says 
as he passes them, making his way over to climb up 
the ladder.

Marcus moves across, closer to the others, so he can 
talk quietly,

“Do you guys really believe all of this?”

Beth is the first to respond,

“It's kind of hard not to. We should have just died in 
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the flare. There are those things out there and 
everything is different.”

Ethan joins in,

“But why us? Why did we end up in the future?”

Daniel is looking around the building, not listening 
to the conversation. Beth looks over at him,

“Are you okay, Dan?”

He doesn't hear her and continues looking around, 
off in his own world. Ethan kicks a small rock in 
Daniel's direction, getting his attention and making 
him turn back to the group.

“You alright?” Ethan asks.

“Yeah, it's just...” He pauses.

Beth wants him to continue,

“Just what?”

Daniel pauses for a moment before responding,

“It's just. Everyone's gone. Everyone we knew. 
They're just... all gone.”

His words sadden the group as they realise and 
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remember the people they have left behind.

Meanwhile, Archer nears the top of the ladder that 
leads into the watchtower. He makes his way through 
the hole and takes a place beside Babarus who is 
standing, looking out over the city through an old rusty 
pair of binoculars.

“What's going on?” Archer asks.

Babarus continues looking out over the city,

“Have you learned anything about these kids?”

Archer pauses for a moment before responding,

“Yeah. They're from North City. They were trying 
to make a run for it all the way through to the south.”

Babarus lowers the binoculars and looks at Archer 
with a confused expression on his face,

“Well, that's a bit stupid.”

Babarus then passes the binoculars to Archer and 
points towards a building in the city,

“You've got better eyes than me. I was sure I saw 
something moving over there a few minutes ago but I 
need to be sure.”
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Archer raises the binoculars and looks out over in 
the direction Babarus had pointed. A dark figure is 
moving quickly between the trees in the distance.

Archer lowers the binoculars,

“There's definitely something out there. Shouldn't 
be anything to worry about, though,” he says as he 
passes the binoculars back to Babarus.

Archer moves over and starts to make his way down 
the ladder as Babarus raises the binoculars and speaks,

“Bring me something to eat soon would ya, I'm 
starving up here.”

The group are sitting silently and eating their food 
as Archer makes his way onto the ground and walks 
over to them,

“Everything okay?” Daniel asks.

Archer sits down as he replies,

“No problems. Just some movement in the city, 
nothing unusual.”

Daniel looks uneasy. Marcus looks over at him,

“Dan, you alright man?”
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He looks up and faces Archer,

“It's been fifteen hundred years, right?”

Archer looks around quickly and motions for Daniel 
to speak quietly as he responds,

“Something around that, yeah.”

“Well, where are all the people then?” Daniel asks.

Archer is unsure of how to answer his question,

“What do you mean?”

Daniel continues,

“Fifteen hundred years is more than enough time to 
fill entire cities with people, even if there were only a 
few people to begin with.”

Archer looks reluctant to reply yet the group are all 
waiting for him to respond.

Ethan speaks up,

“He's right. There should be millions of people.”

Archer adjusts his position and responds,

“A few hundred years ago, everything was going 
well. We had four cities and around five hundred 
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thousand people. You remember how I told you about 
the man who opened the gates and let the Novari in?”

The group nod in response before Archer continues,

“That's when the Novari first started using us a food 
source.”
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Chapter Six

Ethan yells out,

“WHAT!”

The group are all shocked.

“Are you serious?” Daniel asks and Archer nods as 
he continues,

“The reason why the population doesn't grow is 
because we're always at war with the Novari.”

Hayley holds Beth tighter.

“This is ridiculous,” Ethan says.

“It's life. This is what we have had to deal with 
every day for generations and it's just become normal. 
Don't get me wrong, I would change it in a second if I 
could but...” Archer is interrupted by Babarus yelling 
from up in the watchtower,

“Get up here now!”

Archer quickly stands, races over to the ladder and 
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makes his way up. The two guards move over to the 
front doors and look out the small broken windows. 
Hendrick also stands and walks over to join the guards.

Daniel suddenly stands up and runs over to the 
ladder with Archer,

“Daniel?” Beth says but he ignores her.

He reaches Archer who has started up the ladder. 
He looks down at Daniel,

“Wait here.”

He looks up at him,

“I want to help.”

Archer pauses on the ladder,

“It's okay, just wait here and I'll let you know what's 
going on.”

He nods and Archer continues up the ladder 
quickly. Daniel turns back to the group who are now 
all standing.

As Archer reaches near the top of the ladder, he 
turns and yells down to Hendrick,

“Hendrick! Get the back door ready, just in case.”
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Archer continues up into the roof as Hendrick 
moves over to the far side of the factory. He motions 
for the group to follow. They quickly move over with 
him.

Hendrick points to Ethan and then to a large table in 
the corner,

“Grab the other side.”

Ethan moves around and they both grab a side of 
the large table. They both start to push it to the side 
and it moves across, revealing a roughly dug tunnel 
below.

“Get in there and wait,” Hendrick orders as he turns 
and makes his way back to the others.

Ethan quickly jumps into the hole first and turns to 
the others,

“Guys, come on.”

They all follow him inside. The tunnel goes dark 
but seems to continue on. Up in the watchtower, 
Archer stands behind Babarus. 

“What is it?” Archer asks.

Babarus is looking through the binoculars and not 
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letting them go,

“There is definitely something going on out there 
and I don't like it.”

Archer moves forward, to beside Babarus, and 
stares out into the city, squinting to see better in the 
darkness. In the distance, there is movement.

Far in the distance, inside the streets of the 
overgrown city, a Novari stops. It seems human in 
many ways but is hunched over, full of muscle and the 
face no longer resembles a normal humans. Small dark 
eyes, no prominent nose and a large powerful jaw all 
covered by thick, tough skin. It stands and slowly turns 
to face the watchtower in the distance, arches its back 
and lets out a terrifying roar then stops, continuing to 
stare at the watchtower.

Babarus continues focusing on it through his 
binoculars,

“What the hell is it doing?”

Archer looks in the same direction,

“I have no idea.”

Just then, another loud roar comes from the city. 
Archer and Babarus look on as more Novari come out 
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of the trees and stand behind the first one. They 
continue to gather and stand there silently, staring 
toward the watchtower.

Babarus looks concerned,

“This does not look good.”

All of a sudden, the Novari at the front lets out a 
howl and leaps forward, running toward the factory 
and all of the others follow.

Archer drops down and yells through the hole in the 
roof,

“EVERYONE, OUT NOW!”

Archer quickly jumps onto the ladder and slides 
down it as fast as he can.

Babarus opens a small cupboard full of guns and a 
small radio. He grabs the microphone and turns it on,

“This is South Watchtower. We are under attack, I 
repeat, we are under attack.”

Archer hits the ground off the ladder and rolls, 
quickly getting up onto his feet and runs over to the far 
side of the factory. Daniel pokes his head out,

“What's happening?”
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Archer looks over at him,

“They're coming...”

Hendrick yells out to Archer from the far side of the 
room,

“How many?”

Archer looks over to him with a worried expression,

“Way too many!”

He turns back to Daniel and the others,

“You all need to get out of here right now,” he says, 
then turns and runs over to a large metal chest. He 
opens it and begins to pull out guns, passing them to 
Hendrick and the guards.

On the edge of the city, the Novari are closing in on 
the factory. A large group of them is running, and a 
shot is heard in the distance as one of them falls onto 
the ground. Moments later, another shot is fired and 
one more Novari hits the ground but for only long 
enough to shake off the pain before running again.

Atop the watchtower, Babarus is using his rifle to 
take out as many Novari as he can before they reach 
the factory.
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He leans back for a moment and yells down the 
ladder,

“I can't take 'em all, you know!”

He turns back and continues firing.

Down below, Archer, Hendrick and the two guards 
are standing at positions at the front of the building, 
getting ready to fire through small firing holes in the 
walls.

Daniel and the others stare out of the hole, terrified 
at the situation unfolding.

Archer looks over at Hendrick,

“Go help Babarus.”

Hendrick nods and quickly makes his way over to 
the ladder, swinging his gun straps over his shoulders, 
and climbs.

Archer moves across to the large doors and looks 
through the small broken windows at the Novari 
coming at him.

Suddenly, from the darkness, a Novari runs directly 
at the door and jumps, throwing its arm through the 
window. It tries to grab Archer, who narrowly dodges. 
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He quickly shoots the arm and as the creature retreats, 
he fires out the window, wounding it.

A large number of Novari all come over the fence 
and start ramming into the side of the building and the 
doors; a continuous bombardment of bodies.

Everyone is firing, trying to take as many out as 
they can.

Archer looks through the windows and sees one 
climbing up the side of the building toward the tower. 
He takes a step back and hears its footsteps on the 
roof. Archer looks over at one of the guards,

“Watch the roof!”

They look up to see Hendrick as he reaches the top 
of the tower. Babarus is shooting the Novari but 
quickly turns to Hendrick,

“Shoot these bastards!”

With that, Babarus ducks down to reload his gun as 
Hendrick takes his place,

“There are too many!” Hendrick yells out.

Just as he finishes his sentence, the Novari that had 
climbed up onto the roof jumps into the tower and 

104



Novus

locks its jaw on his neck. Hendrick screams out in 
pain,

“GET THIS THING OFF ME!!”

Babarus quickly begins to fire on the beast and it 
pulls him over the edge of the watchtower. They both 
fall to their death.

“Damn it!' Babarus curses as he reloads and stands 
up to look over the edge.

More Novari are starting to climb up the side of 
building. He looks out at the swarm of creatures and 
decides to abandon the tower,

“Screw it...”

Babarus  reaches into the gun cupboard and pulls 
the pin on a cluster grenade then quickly jumps onto 
the ladder. He lowers a metal hatch door then quickly 
begins to slide down. 

The tower becomes overrun with Novari. They start 
hitting and scratching at the metal door as the entire 
tower is engulfed in a giant fireball, dispersing any 
nearby Novari.

Archer turns as he hears the explosion and sees 
Babarus as he makes it onto the ground. He leaves the 
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doors and makes his way over to the ladder, looking 
over at the two guards as he makes his way,

“You two, get in the tunnel, now.”

They leave their posts and begin to walk over as 
Archer makes it to Babarus,

“Hendrick?”

Babarus shakes his head,

“We need to get out of here now,” he says. At the 
same time, a small section of the roof collapses and a 
single Novari hits the ground. It shakes off the fall and 
jumps onto one of the guards, dragging him to the 
ground. The second guard fires and kills it but it's too 
late.

Babarus looks up at the hole,

“We're breached. MOVE!”

Archer runs over to Daniel and the others in the 
tunnel,

“Just run, now!”

Daniel takes a step forward,

“What about you three?”

106



Novus

Archer stands and hits a lever that starts making the 
large table drop onto the tunnel entrance,

“I SAID 'RUN'!”

With that, the tunnel closes and the group are in 
darkness.

Archer turns back around and walks over to 
Babarus, checking his gun as he walks. The remaining 
guard joins them and they all look up to see Novari 
looking into the hole in the roof.

“I hope you're both ready for this”, Babarus says to 
them.

Archer faces him,

“Me too.”
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Chapter Seven

The group is standing at the recently closed tunnel 
entrance listening at shots being fired and the howl of 
the creatures.

Ethan turns and starts to run through the tunnel, he 
turns back for a moment,

“Come on, guys. He told us to run.”

They turn and start to follow him but Daniel doesn't 
move.

Beth stops and turns back,

“Daniel, come on.”

Daniel turns to face them, sees the fear on their 
faces and decides to follow them,

“Alright, let's go,” he says.

They all start running together carefully through the 
dark and narrow tunnel. The sound of gunshots echo 
behind them.
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“Where are we going?” Marcus asks,

Ethan yells out from in front,

“Does it really matter? We're going where those 
things aren't... I hope.”

They continue running through the tunnel and the 
sound of gunshots gets quieter as they get further from 
the entrance

“We should have waited,” Daniel says, and Ethan 
stops running to face him,

“He told us to run. Did you see those things? They 
killed that guy right near us. This isn't our place, this 
isn't even our time.”

Beth stops to talk to Daniel,

“He's right, Dan. We have no guns and and we're 
only teenagers. How are we supposed to fight those 
things?

Daniel looks back up the tunnel,

“I still feel bad for just leaving them there.”

Ethan takes a step closer to him,

“We didn't leave them there. They told us to run.”
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A small glint of light appears way in the distance 
where they'd come from and a small shadow is seen.

Marcus turns to look,

“Guys, is that...?”

In the distance, they see a creature running through 
the tunnel.

Ethan turns and begins to run,

“RUN!”

They all follow and run as fast as they can through 
the  tunnel as the creature slowly gains on them.

They come across a wider section of the tunnel 
where there are some old work tools. Ethan stops and 
picks up a large rusty piece of metal and throws it to 
Daniel before grabbing another for himself.

Ethan then runs over and begins to hit the wooden 
supports to the tunnel on the side they had just come 
from, shaking it,

“Come on!” He yells at Daniel who joins him, 
hitting the other side.

Daniel turns to the others,
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“Go! We'll catch up.”

With that the others run, leaving Ethan and Daniel 
slowly breaking the wooden beams.

“I hope this works,” Ethan says as they bash away.

The Novari is getting closer and they keep hitting as 
hard as they can. Suddenly, the supports collapse and a 
small section of the tunnel caves in, leaving a small 
opening.

“Damn it!” Ethan curses.

“Get a rock or something,” he says to Daniel, who 
is already looking around for something to block the 
remaining hole that is just big enough to crawl 
through.

The creature gets closer and is preparing to pounce.

“IT'S TOO LATE!” Ethan yells and just as the 
Novari jumps to squeeze through the hole, Ethan 
thrusts his metal pole in the same spot. The pole 
pierces the creatures head and kills it instantly.

Daniel turns to Ethan just as he opens his eyes and 
drops the pole in shock.

Daniel runs over to him,
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“Dude, are you okay?”

Ethan tries to shake the fear off as he stares at the 
dead Novari,

“Yeah.. yeah. I'll be okay.”

Daniel grabs his shoulder and turns him around,

“We need to go.”

Ethan nods and they start to run again.

After a few minutes, they catch up to the others who 
had slowed down to wait for them,

“What happened?” Beth asks.

“We'll be fine. We still need to get out of there 
though,” Daniel says.

They all turn and begin to run again.

...............................................

A few hours later the group has slowed down to a 
walk as they are all thirsty and exhausted from a night 
of running for their lives through the tunnels.

“How much further?” Hayley asks.

“No idea. Never been here before.” Ethan replies.
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“Guys!” Daniel shouts excitedly from ahead of the 
group.

In the distance, there is a small slither of light, 
shining into the tunnel.

They start to gather speed again and Ethan takes off 
in front of them all.

He reaches a wooden wall with a crack of light 
shining through and starts to push against it with his 
shoulder as the others catch up to him.

Ethan's arm bursts through the vine covered wall, 
and dust falls through the hole left behind. 

“Guys, it's day!” He yells out as the others join him.

“We were running all night?” Marcus asks.

“Looks like it,” Ethan replies as he continues 
shoving the wooden wall. The others join in and they 
open it up enough to allow them all to squeeze 
through.

They come out into the ruined building and slowly 
look around to make sure it's safe.

“Anyone know where we are?” Beth asks.

Marcus is the last to step out of the tunnel,
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“Anywhere away from that tunnel and I'm happy.”

Ethan pokes his head close to the opening in the 
front of the building,

“Anywhere away from those damn creatures more 
like it,” he says as he peers through the trees outside.

They congregate near Ethan,

“So what next? What do we do now?” Daniel asks 
the group. For a few moments no one responds so 
Daniel continues,

“What do you guys think of heading south?”

“Why south?” Beth asks.

Daniel turns and looks out of the building as he 
responds,

“Archer and the others kept talking about a city to 
the south. It's the only place we know about and it has 
to be safer than here.”

“What if we get lost?” Marcus asks

Ethan turns around from his position to face him 
and reply,

“I'm pretty sure we're already lost.”
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Daniel stands beside Ethan and looks out, ready to 
take a step out of the building,

“I'm gonna go see if it's safe, guys”, he says as he 
brushes aside the vines hanging in the opening.

Beth takes a step towards him,

“Wait up.”

Daniel stops to face her as she and Hayley move 
next to him.

“Do you think they all made it out?” Beth asks.

Daniel lowers his head as he has no idea. Ethan 
turns to face Beth,

“It really didn't look good.”

Daniel turns and walks outside into the bright sunny 
morning. Rubble litters the ground between the old and 
overgrown buildings but new life has spread 
everywhere. There are trees and plants growing all 
over.

Beth takes a step out and stops behind him with 
Hayley close by,

“It's almost beautiful, isn't it?”
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Daniel looks around at the lush wildernesses 
intermingled with the ruins,

“I guess so, yeah. Be nicer if it wasn't full of those 
creatures.”

Marcus and Ethan emerge from the building and 
join them.

“All clear?” Marcus asks.

“Looks fine,”answers Daniel as Ethan brushes past 
them all,

“Let's get going, then.”

“What's the hurry?” Beth asks as he passes her.

Ethan turns back to face her,

“We have no idea how far this city is and I think it 
might be nicer getting there before it gets dark.”

Everyone looks at each other realising he's right and 
begin to follow.

They walk through the twisted and mangled 
wreckage that was once down-town Seattle, now a 
wondrous forest. Parts of rusted cars poke through the 
dirt covered in vines and ground-cover.
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Hayley stops all of a sudden,

“Beth. I'm really thirsty...”

The others continue walking and don't notice her 
and Beth stopping,

“Guys. Hayley needs water.”

The others stop.

“Do I look like a fountain?” Ethan replies 
sarcastically.

Marcus turns to him,

“Can you stop being such an ass for a minute. I 
think we can all use a drink.”

Ethan faces him and takes a step closer,

“Shut up, Marcus. No one asked you.”

“Damn it, Ethan! Stop being such an asshole”, Beth 
speaks out loudly.

Ethan turns to her, surprised at hearing her speak 
that way.

“Come on, Ethan, man. We really need to find 
something to drink,” Daniel says as he walks back to 
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Beth and Hayley,

“Sorry. Really not sure what the hell his problem is. 
Might be an idea to just not talk to him for a while,” he 
tells the girls.

He kneels down to Hayley and puts his hands on her 
shoulders,

“Are you doing okay?”

Hayley nods slowly,

“I'm okay; I’m just really thirsty.”

He gives her a smile,

“I think we could all do with a drink. How bout we 
look for water?”

Hayley nods and smiles as Daniel stands back up. 
Beth whispers to him as he does,

“Thank you.”

They turn as Marcus yells out,

“Guys... Over here.”

They see him running around a corner. They all 
follow him. They go around and before them is a huge 
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open forest area between all of the buildings.

“What is it?” Ethan asks Marcus who takes a step 
forward,

“It has to be a park. Or it was a park once and where 
there are parks there are usually ponds or something.”

Ethan turns to him,

“Yeah, maybe fifteen hundred years ago.”

Beth takes a step forward,

“No, he's right. It would still be a hole that gets 
filled with water any time it rains.”

“It's probably our best bet,” Daniel says.

Ethan starts to run ahead.

Daniel turns to Hayley,

“See. We might find water any minute now.”

They all follow after Ethan and within a few 
moments they come to a clearing.

They all stop as Ethan walks around the edge of the 
clearing, looking through the trees. He turns to the 
group,
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“Hey. You guys wait here. I'll go for a quick run 
and look for water.”

Marcus runs after him,

“I'll give you a hand.”

Ethan nods and they both go off through the trees. 
Daniel, Beth and Hayley find a small grouping of 
rocks and sit down.

“How are you guys coping with everything?” 
Daniel asks the girls.

Beth turns to Hayley,

“I'm really not sure, hey. Part of me knows I need to 
stay alert so I can protect Hayley but the other part of 
me wants to just curl up into a ball and cry.”

Daniel picks up a small stick,

“Yeah I understand. Hopefully we can get some 
water soon, at least that will be a start.”

Beth nods and puts her arm around Hayley as 
Daniel stands up.

“You think you guys will be fine for a minute? I 
need to find a tree for a little private time.”
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Beth looks confused,

“Private time?”

He looks at her for a moment, waiting for her to 
catch on,

“I gotta pee.”

“Oh, oh yeah, we'll be fine,” she replies.

Daniel turns to look around and then walks off in 
the direction the others had gone.

Marcus and Ethan are walking through the forest 
keeping an eye out for water,

“How far do you think we'll need to go?” Marcus 
asks.

Ethan gives him a look as if he's an idiot,

“Seriously? How am I supposed to know?”

“Sorry. You don't have to act like that about it, was 
just a question.”

Ethan ignores him.

They make their way along until they see what 
looks like a rocky riverbed. They both look at each 
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other once they realise and both start running until the 
trees give way to dried up river.

“DAMN IT!” Ethan yells as he begins to pick up, 
throw and kick rocks in anger.

Marcus looks over at him,

“Dude it's okay, we'll find another one. Maybe 
there's water down...”

He is interrupted by Ethan in his anger,

“Shut the hell up, you moron. What if they're all 
like this, what if the whole place is dry? What then?”

Marcus takes a step closer to him,

“Dude. Calm down.”

Ethan stops for a moment and stares at him,

“I am getting so sick of you all telling me to calm 
down. We are stuck in this stupid damn place with no 
water, no food and crazy messed up things trying to eat 
us.”

Marcus turns to walk away slowly, motioning for 
Ethan to follow,

“Come on, man. It's going to be fine if we stick 
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together. Let's go find some water.”

Ethan doesn't move,

“And like I just said. What if there isn't any? Are 
we supposed to just walk around aimlessly looking for 
something that might might not exist then when night 
comes get killed by those things out there?”

Marcus stops to face him again,

“Look, man, there's sure to be water or all the trees 
would be dead.”

Ethan gets angrier,

“STOP ARGUING WITH ME!”

Marcus is surprised and a little worried,

“Dude, I'm not arguing with you, I'm just trying to 
help. Calm down a bit, hey.”

Ethan takes a step toward Marcus,

“I said, stop telling me to calm down!”

With that, he pushes Marcus who loses his footing 
on the rocks and falls backward. His head hits the 
corner of a large stone and he stops moving.
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Ethan stops, completely in shock,

“Marcus...?”
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Chapter Eight

Ethan carefully takes a step closer; his face has 
turned from anger to fear,

“Marcus, dude, are you okay?”

He leans down to grab his arm and watches as blood 
begins to slowly stream onto the rock beneath his 
head. Marcus's eyes are open and glassy, unblinking 
and not moving.

“Holy shit, what... what the hell did I do?” Ethan 
says to himself as tears begin to steam down his face.

He stands up and looks around and back to Marcus,

“Shit... shit shit shit, what the hell am I... I... Dude 
I’m sorry, I just...”

He stops and begins to yell out,

“HELP!... GUYS HELP!

He starts to run back to the others, looking back at 
Marcus's lifeless body until it's out of view from the 
trees.
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Daniel wipes away the tears, his anger is growing as 
he watches Ethan running away. He quickly runs 
through the trees and over to Marcus's body laying on 
the rocks,

“Marcus?”

He leans down and grabs his shoulder and lifeless 
hand,

“Come on, man! Squeeze my hand if you can hear 
me.”

Tears are flowing from his face. He puts his ear to 
his Marcus's mouth but hears no breath.

Daniel stands up, his anger getting stronger as he 
wipes the tears away and starts to run after Ethan.

Moments later, Ethan comes running into the 
clearing yelling out to Beth,

“HELP!”

Beth looks over, sees him running her direction and 
stands up,

“What's going on? What is it?”

Ethan stops near her,
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“Marcus... he... he...”
Beth takes a step closer to him and puts her hand on 
his shoulder to calm him,

“What happened to Marcus? Just breathe.”

Ethan tries to compose himself,

“He.. he... we were just walking and he fell over 
and hit his head.”

Beth grabs Haley's hand to make her stand and 
follow,

“Come on, Hayley. Marcus is hurt.”

Beth and Hayley behind to follow Ethan back 
toward the forest as Daniel runs towards them.

Beth looks up at him as he makes his way to them,

“Daniel, quick! Marcus got hurt.”

Daniel is full of anger and doesn't slow down. He 
runs as fast as he can and tackles Ethan to the ground 
and just begins to punch him in the face, over and over 
as he screams out,

“HOW COULD YOU DO IT? You piece of shit, 
you worthless piece of shit!”
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Daniel continues to punch Ethan who is too in 
shock to defend himself. Blood covers his face and 
Daniel's hands as he uses all of his anger to hurt him.

Beth and Hayley are scared,

“DANIEL, STOP... STOP IT!” Beth screams out.

Beth tries to pull Daniel off and holds him. Ethan 
tries to stand.

“I tried to help,” Ethan mutters from behind the 
blood and swelling.

Daniel stares at him with fire in his eyes,

“You are a lying scumbag.... I saw you.”

Beth looks confused.

She asks, “What are you talking about?” 

Ethan drops to his knees as Daniel continues,

“I was walking back and watched him push Marcus 
onto the rocks.”

Beth looks at Ethan,

“Why would you hurt him like that?”

Ethan is completely silent. Daniel doesn't take his 
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eyes off him,

“He's not hurt... He's dead.”

Beth turns to Daniel in shock,

“WHAT?”

“He's dead. Ethan killed him.”

Beth is speechless and Hayley stands behind her in 
tears.

“It was an accident...” Ethan says from under his 
tears.

Daniel breaks Beth's hold and steps towards Ethan. 
He kicks him in the head so he hits the ground,

“IT WAS NOT AN ACCIDENT!... You killed him. 
You killed one of your best friends .”

Daniel takes a step back as Ethan rolls on the 
ground,

“Get up...”

Beth grabs Daniel's arm,

“What are you doing?”

Daniel ignores her,
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“GET UP!”

Ethan slowly makes it to his feet and looks up at 
Daniel from under his blood soaked hair.

“I want you to turn around and walk.”

Ethan is unsure what to think,

“What?”

Daniel takes a step towards him,

“GO!... Go now or I'll beat you down and leave you 
here.”

Ethan looks at Daniel with fear in his eyes before 
turning and slowly walking away. They all stare at him 
as he walks away, the blood dripping from his shirt as 
he makes his way into the forest.

“If I see you again, I'll kill you!” Daniel screams 
out.

They stand there for a moment until he is 
completely out of sight then Daniel falls to his knees 
and bursts out crying,

“How... how could he do it?”

Beth kneels down and holds him. She begins to cry.
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A few moments later, Daniel wipes the tears from 
his eyes and stands.

Beth asks,“What are you doing?” 

“I need to... I need to bury him,” he says as he 
slowly walks back towards the riverbed. Beth takes 
Hayley's hand and follows. Daniel turns to them,

“You don't have to come.”

Beth nods but continues to follow as they make 
their way on.

In no time at all, they reach the riverbed and they 
can see Marcus' lifeless body in the distance. Beth 
quickly looks away and masks her pain, trying not to 
cry out for the sake of her sister.

“Wait here, okay,” she tells Hayley, and gathers the 
strength to stand and follow Daniel over the dry rocks 
to Marcus.

They both try hard to control themselves as they 
kneel down at his sides. She runs her hand through his 
hair,

“How could this happen?”

She looks up at Daniel.
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“They were arguing and Ethan pushed him and he 
just fell. It happened in an instant.”

The crack of a branch is heard not far from them 
and they look up as Hayley yells out,

“BETH!”

They quickly turn to see bushes moving and Archer 
stumbles out from behind them. He staggers towards 
them. His shirt is ripped and he has a few wounds but 
seems to be fine other than that. He makes his way 
over to Beth and Daniel,

“What the hell happened?

Daniel looks down at their friend.

“Ethan pushed him over.”

Archer makes it to them and kneels down at 
Marcus' side. He checks for a heartbeat, then looks up 
at them,

“I am so sorry.”

He looks around, seeing Hayley across from them,

“Where is he?”

Daniel looks up with anger in his eyes,
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“I sent him away. I don't want him anywhere near 
us.”

Archer looks at him for a moment before 
responding,

“You know he might not be able to survive on his 
own, right?”

“He made his choices,” Daniel says as he looks 
back down at his friend.

“Fair enough,” Archer replies.

“It's going to be hard but we're going to have to 
bury him, okay?” Archer says.

They both look back down at Marcus and nod as 
Archer leans in and carefully picks up their friend's 
limp body. He stands and walks over the other side of 
the riverbed where it is deeper and gently lays Marcus' 
body down. Daniel and Beth wipe the tears from their 
faces and walk over as he is lowered to the ground.

Archer places Marcus' hands on his chest and 
makes sure his eyes are closed before picking up a 
good sized rock and laying it on the ground beside his 
shoulder,

“Are you guys able to help?”
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Daniel and Beth nod and behind to pick up rocks, 
placing them around Marcus' body until they begin to 
layer up and over him.

After a while, Beth moves over with the last rock, 
placing it on the chest, completely covering Marcus' 
body.

They all stand there and look at the grave for a 
moment before Archer speaks up,

“I really don't mean to be inconsiderate but if we 
want to make it to somewhere safe before nightfall, 
we're going to have to leave.”

Beth nods. She and Archer start walking over to 
Hayley as Daniel kneels down to the grave,

“I am so sorry, man. I should have protected you. I 
should have been there. I just wish none of this ever 
happened.”

Archer looks back at him and waits. Beth takes 
Hayley's hand,

“Daniel...”

He looks up at her,

“We have to go, okay?”
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Daniel looks back at the grave.

“I have to go, man. We're really gonna miss you.”

After that, Daniel takes off his chain with the crystal 
and places it on top of the grave. He stands and walks 
over to the others.

Archer places his hand on Daniel's shoulder as he 
walks past,

“I'm sorry.”

Archer then turns and begins to walk south.

Beth and Hayley slowly start to walk along side of 
Daniel,

“So, what now?” Beth asks.

Archer turns his head slightly around to reply,

“Now we make our way to South City.”

“How long will that take?” Daniels asks as he walks 
beside Beth.

Archer looks up at the sun and thinks for a moment 
before responding,

“Hopefully before nightfall.”
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He then reaches into a small pack at his side and 
pulls out a water bottle, throwing it back to Daniel,

“Here. You guys are probably pretty thirsty.”

Daniel catches it and opens up the lid, passing it to 
Hayley first.

“Drink up, we've got a long day ahead of us and 
you'll need the strength.”

Daniel takes a small drink after Hayley then moves 
up to Archer after passing the bottle onto Beth.

“Hey, Archer.”

He looks back at Daniel as he catches up.

“What is it?”

Daniel slows down to match Archer's pace before 
continuing,

“I have to know. How the hell did you get out? I 
thought you were all done for.”

Archer looks at Daniel for a moment then responds,

“We were doing well for a while there but they just 
kept coming. We were running low on ammo so 
Babarus used the fail-safe, a small bomb he carries 
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with him.”

Daniel looks up at Archer,

“He carries a bomb around?”

“Yeah. Most of us do. Would you prefer being 
eaten alive or go out with a bang and take some of 
those assholes with you?”

Daniel lowers his head,

“Yeah, I guess so.”

Archer continues,

“I was far enough away when it went off. It sent 
Novari flying in all directions, parts and whole ones. 
The distraction gave me enough time to get out. Other 
than that, it was pure luck that I'm alive now.”

Daniel looks back at the girls who are following 
close behind to make sure they're safe,

“But how did you end up finding us?”

Archer smiles,

“That was the easy part. I knew where the tunnel 
came out so I got there as fast as I could and then just 
tracked you. You didn't go far which made it easy.”
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“Thanks for coming to find us. I know you didn't 
have to.”

Archer slows down for a moment and looks at the 
others,

“I haven't exactly told you guys everything, either.”

Daniel looks confused,

“What do you mean?”

Archer slows down as he talks,

“I've only been here ten years.”

Beth overhears the conversation and walks closer to 
them,

“What do you mean 'ten years'?”

“I was there, too,” he starts.

“'There' where?” Daniel asks.

Archer comes to a stop and looks at him,

“I was there when the flare hit...”

The group are shocked,

“You were there?” Beth asks.
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He nods to her and responds,

“I was with my girlfriend checking out some hippie 
shop. We hadn't heard anything about it all and 
suddenly everything started going crazy. It was night 
but it started getting hot and it looked like the sun 
started rising but it had only just set. That's when the 
roar started. Everything was shaking and going crazy 
so we ran back inside the shop and all the crystals 
started glowing. Next thing you know, I was here.

“Crystals?” Beth says.

Daniel looks over to Archer,

“We were in a crystal cave and they all started 
glowing too then we were here.”

Archer nods his head,

“Most of the stories that are told from people that 
came from the flare has to do with crystals. A scientist 
came through a long time ago and all it says in the 
journals was something about vibrations and storage of 
radiation from the oncoming flare. Unfortunately this 
was after the rule about killing all survivors.”

They continue walking as they talk,

“Wait. Didn't you say something about a girl?” 
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Daniel asks.

Archer lowers his head,

“Yeah... She didn't make it through the first night. 
That's when I met the Novari for the first time.”

“I am so sorry,” Beth tells him.

Archer brushes it off,

“Thanks, but we've all had our losses. It's become a 
part of life and I've learned not to make close 
connections.”

Daniel looks over at him,

“Really not much of a life, though.”

Daniel stops walking,

“Wait. How are you alive?”

The rest of them stop along with him. Beth turns to 
Daniel and asks,

“What do you mean?”

Archer smiles,

“He means, how have I stayed alive when people 
from the time of the flare are killed on sight?”
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Daniel nods,

“Yeah.”

They turn to Archer, waiting on a response.

“Okay. Karren and I weren't the only ones to come 
through.”

“Karren?” Beth asks.

Archer faces her,

“My girlfriend... The owner of the crystal shop 
came through as well. I remember finding her and a 
group of men from North City and she yelled out to 
them. She said 'Help. Please. There was this blinding 
flash of light and a horrible noise and I don't know 
where I am'. That was it. 

The leader of their group shot her there and then, 
point blank in the head. Needless to say, I stayed clear 
of them and walked for a day until Babarus found me.

I told him I escaped from the North where the other 
group said they were from and he brought me in under 
his wing. Within a month, I had killed my first Novari 
and the rest is history.”

“So, you guys hunt them?” Daniel asks.
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“Not quite. We look for water and supplies. Keep 
an eye out for Novari colonies and take messages 
between cities all while manning the watchtowers.”

“Really glad you were the one that we told about 
the flare,” Hayley says.

“Yeah. I guess things could have gone even worse”, 
Daniel adds,

“The thing is, this new world can be beautiful. If 
you take out the nightmarish creatures. The world 
rebuilt itself after death. It doesn't need us, we need it 
and it's strong. If everyone died then the world would 
have still found a way to live on. Sometimes I think it 
would have been easier if we all just died out.”
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Chapter Nine

The group continues walking through the city. 
Navigating around the old buildings and trees as they 
head south.

Hayley looks up at her big sister,

“Beth... How much longer?”

Hayley looks forward to Archer who is walking 
ahead,

“Archer. How much further?”

He looks back at them,

“A few more hours and we'll reach the South exit of 
the city and from there, it's not far.”

Archer looks over to Daniel walking off to the side,

“The people in South City are really quite nice. 
They're not too fond of outsiders but I'm sure it will be 
easier with kids like yourselves. Just always remember 
that you're from North City and  you have no family 
left. That's your life now.”
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Daniel nods his head,

“Yeah, got it. Thanks for everything, hey.”

Archer remembers something and stops for a 
moment,

“Have you guys got anything from your own time?”

What do you mean?” Beth asks.

“Watches, phones, wallets. That kinda thing.”

Beth looks confused and pulls out her phone from 
her pocket,

“Yeah,” she answers.

Archer walks over to her and takes the phone, 
throwing it away and looks at Daniel,

“Take everything from your time and throw it away. 
You can't take anything like that with you because 
everything will fall apart if they see things like that.”

Beth and Ethan take off their watches and search 
their pockets for items and drop them all  onto the 
grass below.

As they do, a large cracking sound is heard in the 
distance then it stops.
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They all turn around,

“What was that?” Beth asks.

Archer smiles and turns to run off,

“This will be good. Come with me.”

The group run after him as he makes his way 
through the trees and up a small hill until there is a 
break in the trees. They all stop as Archer turns to look 
around the city until he spots something.

He points up a long old street above the trees at a 
skyscraper in the distance.

“There. Watch right there and you'll see something 
very rare.”

They watch where he is pointing,

“What is it?” Daniel asks,

“Shhhhhh”, Archer replies,

“This should be good...”

Another crack is heard and rubble and debris slide 
off the side of the old building then suddenly the base 
of it begins to crumble and it begins to fall.
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The overgrowth on it rips and tears as the building 
is broken apart and crashes down, making the ground 
beneath them rumble.

In a huge cloud of dust and dirt, it comes to a stop 
and the dirt begins to settle.

Archer is standing there with a huge smile on his 
face,

“I've only ever seen that one other time and it wasn't 
that big.”

He looks over at the others,

“I have to admit, that was pretty cool,” Daniel says.

“It's quite rare to watch the old buildings fall and as 
you can see, it's a sight to behold.”

Archer turns and begins to walk away,

“Alright, that's enough fun. We should really get 
moving. We've used up half the day already and I 
really don't want to be stuck in here at night.” 

They turn and follow him, the dust still in the air 
from the building that had collapsed in the distance.

They walk down the hill and through the trees. 
Archer looks back the group and sees that Hayley is 
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stumbling slightly. He turns to Daniel,

“Is the young one alright?”

Daniel looks back,

“Hayley. Are you okay?”

She looks up at him,

“I don't want to walk any more...”

Daniel stops to let her and Beth catch up,

“Alright. Up you get,” he says as he kneels down in 
front of her and lifts her onto his back. He re-positions 
her and gets comfortable as he stands up,

“You alright up there?”

She rests her head on his shoulder,

“Yes, thank you, Daniel.”

Beth looks over at him with a thankful expression 
and they both turn to continue along.

Archer looks back,

“You'll be able to have a bath and sleep when we hit 
the city.”
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As he finishes his sentence, a gun shot echoes in the 
distance. They all stop and Archer readies his rifle.

“What is it?” Daniel asks.

Archer doesn't respond. He looks around then starts 
to walk in the direction of the shot,

“Stay behind me and stay close.”

They begin to follow him quietly. In the distance, 
they begin to hear the sound of men laughing. Archer 
motions for them to be quiet and get lower. Hayley 
gets down off Daniel's back.

They slowly make their way over behind some thick 
bushes and look around them. There are three men 
standing in a small clearing holding guns and laughing 
at something. A growl is heard nearby that concerns 
Archer so the group carefully move across to see the 
Novari that has been caught in a trap. It is barely alive.

Archer looks closely at the group of men,

“Damn it...”

Daniel looks over to him,

“What is it?”

Archer looks uneasy,
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“The guy out in front,” he says as he points,

“His name is Grandis. He's from North City.”

Grandis walks up to the Novari.

“Not so strong now, are you?” He raises an old 
rusty sword and lops off the beasts arm, making it 
howl in pain.

Beth covers Hayley's eyes and Archer turns to them,

“Wait here. Don't move...”

He then stands up and walks into the clearing,

“Hello, Grandis...”

Grandis and his men raise their guns quickly. He 
then recognises Archer,

“Archer, my boy.”

The men lower their weapons.

“What brings you this far South?” Archer asks him.

Grandis puts his gun in its holster and the others do 
the same,

“The hospitality, of course.”
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Grandis then looks over the the bushes where 
Archer came from,

“And who are your friends?..”

Archer pauses for a moment then turns back to 
Daniel and the girls,

“Come on guys, out you come.”

They reluctantly stand and walk over to Archer.

“Babysitting duty, hey?” Grandis asks 
condescendingly.

Archer looks at the kids,

“They wanted to see what it was really like out here 
first hand, so I brought them out for a tour.”

Grandis looks at them with a smile then,

“Well then,” he says as he takes a few steps towards 
them,

“If you really want to know what it's like, take this.”

Grandis pulls out a small pistol and holds it out 
towards Daniel.

He looks at it then back at Grandis,
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“Come on, kid. Take it.”

Daniel looks to Archer who just gives him an 
uncertain nod.

He reaches out and takes the gun,

“Good man.”

Grandis turns around and walks a few steps,

“Over here, boy.”

Daniel follows.

Turning toward the Novari near death, Grandis 
reaches out and pulls back the trigger on the gun for 
Daniel,

“I want you to take this, and finish off this dark 
creature...”

Daniel doesn't want to do it and hesitates. Archer 
looks to Daniel,

“You don't have to do it if you don't want to.”

Grandis looks at  Archer,

“The boy needs to learn the reality of the world he 
lives in.”
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He looks back to Daniel,

“You have one shot. Make it count.”

Daniel looks over to Beth.

“If you hesitate like this, you're going to die,” 
Grandis tells him.

Daniel looks at the gun,

“I don't want to do this...”

Grandis looks a little annoyed.

“That's a shame then...” he says.

Suddenly, Grandis raises his gun and points it at 
Daniel's head,

“So. Now it's life or death. Do you kill the beast 
now?”

Archer goes for his gun but stops as Grandis's men 
pull out their weapons.

Grandis leans down to Daniel,

“It's simple, kid. These things wouldn't hesitate. 
They would sink their teeth into you in a moment and 
lick up the blood.”
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Daniel doesn't move.

Grandis stands back up and looks over to his men,

“Maybe this isn't the right motivation,” he says then 
points his gun at Beth.

“GRANDIS!” Archer yells out,

“Oh come on, Archer. The boy needs to learn to 
protect the people he's with.”

Beth pushes Hayley behind her.

“Okay!” Daniel says as he raises the gun to the 
beast.

Grandis leans in,

“Just aim and squeeze the trigger, that's all you need 
to do.”

Daniel hesitates for a moment then pulls on the 
trigger, releasing a powerful shot that penetrates the 
chest of the beast.

The Novari cries out in pain for a moment then goes 
limp. Daniel lowers the gun.

     Grandis puts his gun back in his holster and claps,
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“There we go, boy! It's as easy as that. You just put 
down your first Novari.”

Grandis walks over to its lifeless body and kicks it 
to make sure it's dead. Archer looks over to him,

“What are you doing with the body? I don't really 
want a Novari body this close to South City for more 
to find.”

Grandis looks up at him,

“Don't worry, we'll burn it.”

Archer walks over to Daniel,

“You alright?”

Daniel nods.

Grandis yells back over to them,

“Oh, and boy,”

Daniel looks up at him,

“That gun is now yours. Keep it safe; it's the gun 
that you killed your first beast with.”

Daniel passes the gun to Archer,

“Can you take this please?”
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Archer takes it and puts it in his pack.

“What are your plans? Nightfall isn't far off!” 
Grandis yells out to Archer, who looks up at the fading 
sky.

“It's fine. We'll make it. We have a group meeting 
us outside the city.”

Archer then stands up and motions for the girls to 
join them,

“We're going to head off.”

Archer turns and walks towards Grandis,

“Always a pleasure, Grandis.”

“Farewell ,my Southern friends,” he says with a 
grin.

Archer walks out of the clearing and into the forest 
with the others behind.

Beth walks up to Daniel,

“Are you okay?”

Daniel nods but stays silent. She then looks forward 
to Archer,
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“When are we meeting this group outside the city?”

Archer glances back at her for a second,

“We're not...”

He continues walking,

“We're not going to make it to South City tonight. 
Too much has slowed us down. I just didn't want them 
to know.”

Beth takes Hayley's hand and moves closer to 
Archer,

“What now then?”

“We're going to have to find a safe house for the 
night.”

“Safe house?” 

Archer nods,

“They're littered throughout the city. Fortified 
rooms in old buildings. They're usually stocked with  
some water and food too.”

Beth looks around,

“How far do we need to go?”
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Archer looks up at the sky,

“We'll have to go to the nearest  one; we don't have 
much daylight left.”

He points through the trees to a tall building not far 
away,

“There... That will be our best bet. We'll have to go 
a little faster though. I don't want Grandis and his 
minions following us.”

Archer starts to walk faster and the others keep 
pace.

They walk around the corner of an old building and 
through thick brush until they reach a doorway 
covered by spiky plants. Archer picks up a branch and 
uses it to hold the spikes aside,

“In here.”

The others carefully make their way in and Archer 
follows, letting the plants snap closed after him.

The inside of the building is decaying but the steps 
and walls have been mended with wood and stone,

“All the way up, guys”, Archer directs as he points 
up the winding staircase to the roof.
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They begin their journey up, Hayley holding Beth's 
hand the whole way and Daniel sticking in front, close 
to Archer.

“How many of these safe places are there?” Daniel 
asks.

Archer keeps an eye on his footing as they make 
their way up,

“I think it's around twelve... no, wait... Eleven 
now.”

Daniel is puzzled,

“Why now?”

Archer shoots him a glance,

“There 'was' one in that building that collapsed 
earlier today.”

He looks back  at the floor, carefully watching his 
step,

“Eventually, I guess there won't be any safe rooms 
left... Not sure what we'll do once that happens.”

Archer stops at the top floor of the building. The 
floor has been covered in wooden planks to make the 
structure safer to walk on. He walks over to an open 
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door, raises his gun and motions for the others to wait,

“Just give me a second to make sure it's clear.”

Archer walks into the room and looks around for a 
few moments before lowering his gun and calling to 
the others,

“All good!”

Daniel, Beth and Hayley walk into the room.

It's a single studio room that has a camp-fire in the 
middle and old containers throughout. Archer walks 
back over to the large metal door and closes it, locking 
it with a large metal pipe across it.

He turns to the others,

“Make yourselves comfortable. It might be a long 
night.”
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Chapter Ten

Beth and Hayley sit down in the middle of the room 
as Daniel walks over to a small window on the far 
side. Archer finishes locking up the metal door then 
walks over to join Daniel who is leaning, looking out 
into the world as the sun begins to fade.

Archer stands next to him and looks out at the sun 
setting over the broken city,

“I remember my first sunset here from the city. I 
couldn't believe how beautiful it was. It's strange when 
you realise that the same thing creating these beams of 
light through the buildings and trees is the same thing 
that destroyed it all.”

There is a short silence before Daniel talks,

“How did you deal with all of this?”

He looks to Archer who gives him a look of 
uncertainty,

“I don't know, hey. I guess you just have to learn to 
deal and do it before something tries to kill you... I 

163



Joshuah Buckle

learned a long time ago that the world changed for me 
in an instant and that I had to do the same.”

Daniel looks back at the setting sun, bathing in the 
final rays of light,

“How do you do that though?.. How can someone 
just, change so dramatically, so quickly.”

“You just do, I guess. You'll figure it all out.”

Archer turns to Daniel,

“You have the added help knowing that you need to 
learn to protect your friends.”

Daniel looks down at the ground outside with an 
expression of sadness,

“I haven't done a good job of that so far.”

Archer puts his hand on his shoulder to comfort 
him,

“This world is not the one you remember. It's not 
your fault that things happen but it's your choice in 
how those things affect you. You can feel bad and not 
continue on or you can let those lessons fuel you to 
become better, to become stronger.”

Daniel turns around to look at Beth and Hayley who 
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are talking together near the fireplace,

“I know I need to be strong, I just don't know 
how...”

He turns back to Archer who leans in to respond,

“That part, you can't control. Once you make the 
decision to be stronger then you'll start making 
difference choices when situations arise. You can't 
control those situations but that's when you'll see that 
you're changing, when you take those problems and 
fight them head on.”

Archer turns to walk away but pauses one last time 
to place some words of comfort,

“For what it's worth, I think you'll be fine. You'll 
probably be stronger than me in no time.”

He then walks over to the other side of the room 
and opens a small cupboard as Daniel watches the last 
glimmer of light rays fade over the covered rooftops.

He looks depressed and mumbles to himself,

“I'll be stronger next time, Marcus.... I'm sorry...”

Archer is fumbling around in the cupboard for a 
moment then turns around with an arm full of sticks 
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and kindling. He walks over to the girls at the 
fireplace,

“How do you girls feel about helping me start a 
fire?” He asks as he drops the sticks onto the fireplace.

Hayley looks up at him,

“I want to help.”

Archer smiles,

“Well then, I bet it'll be a great fire.”

She smiles and leans forward, and starts to stack the 
sticks. Archer turns around and heads back to the 
cupboard. Beth quickly stands and walks over to him,

“Hey. Archer.”

He bends down into the cupboard but listens to her.

“I just want to say thank you for coming to find us 
and looking after us.”

Archer looks through the cupboard, slowly filling 
his arm with small packs.

“I couldn't leave you guys all alone out here.”

Beth bends down beside him,
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“Can you please look after Daniel and Hayley if 
something happens to me...”

Archer stops and looks at her,

“You can't think like that. I'm going to do 
everything I can to make sure that you all end up safe 
and...”

Beth interrupts him,

“Please...”

Archer stops and looks at her, such sadness in her 
eyes. He then nods in agreement,

“I will.”

She then stands and walks back over to sit with 
Hayley.

Archer looks around at the three young children that 
have fallen into his life so violently, realising he's all 
they have until he gets them safely to the city. He then 
turns back and pulls out two stones along with the arm 
full of packs and closes the cupboard.

He stands up and walks over to the camp-fire,

“You guys are going to need your energy so I want 
you to eat then get some rest.” He places the small 
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packs on the ground.

He then kneels down to Hayley and hits the two 
stones together in his hands, creating a spark. He 
passes her the stones,

“I'll put you in charge of starting the fire.”

Hayley looks to him and has a small smile on her 
face as she takes the stones.

Archer stands and walks over to another smaller 
cupboard as Hayley begins to hit the stones together; 
they spark over the small sticks and kindling.

From the cupboard, Archer pulls out a large 
container full of water and carries it over to the 
fireplace. He gently places it down and watches 
Hayley continue trying to get the fire to light.

“Get a little closer and just keep going for it; you'll 
have it in no time,” he says as he stands. He walks 
back over to Daniel at the window.

“How are you handling it all?”

Daniel turns to him,

“Like you said, I guess we'll get there eventually, 
just a matter of waiting.”
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Daniel and Archer both turn as they hear the howl 
of a Novari far in the distance.

Archer grabs a metal cover and starts to swing it 
around to cover the window.

Daniel steps back to allow room for Archer to close 
the cover,

“What's that for?” 

Archer closes it and locks it up,

“This is so no one or other things see the light from 
our fire and decide to visit.”

He turns around and places his hand on Daniel's 
shoulder, and leads him to take a seat at the fireplace.

“I got it!” Hayley yells as a small flame begins to 
glow under the sticks.

“Okay, now lean in and blow on it very softly,” 
Archer says as he sits down.

Hayley does so and the flame flickers and begins to 
grow, spreading from the kindling to the larger sticks.

Archer leans over and picks up the packs from the 
ground, gently throwing one to each of them.
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“What's this?” Beth asks.

Archer opens a tie at the top of his and breathes in 
the smell,

“This is the finest long lasting ration dinner that 
South City has to offer.”

They all look at the pack and open their own to find 
a thick brown coloured mash filling it.

Archer places his open pack near the edge of the 
fire,

“It's better if its warm,” he says as Beth and Hayley 
do the same.

Daniel stares at his for a moment,

“What is in this... stuff?”

Archer crosses his arms,

“Good question... Something that resembles corn 
mostly and a bunch of other things that grow on trees 
and the ground.”

Daniel looks up at him as he places his pack near 
the fire,

“No meat?”
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Archer looks surprised for a moment then 
remembers they don't know this world,

“Oh yeah, sorry. Meat doesn't exist any more.”

The others look to him.

“What do you mean, 'doesn't exist'?” Beth asks.

Archer leans forward to respond,

“I don't think you understand. The flare killed 
everything but some humans and plants. We were 
lucky enough to survive as a species but as far as we 
know, there are no animals.”

“None at all?”

Archer nods his head and continues,

“No cows, no bugs, no fish, nothing. Well, as far as 
we know at least.”

“That kinda sucks,” Daniel says.

“Tell me about it. I have been craving a big steak 
since I got here,” Archer replies as he picks up his 
pack from the fire.

“Just pretend you're eating something else,” he says. 
He puts his fingers in and uses them as a spoon, and 
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takes a mouthful of food.

The others grab their packs and do the same, each 
with varying degrees of uncertainty at the taste of the 
meal that lays before them.

“At least it's edible,” Beth says.

Archer looks up at her,

“Sometimes that's the best you can ask for.”

They continue eating their food as the fire grows.

During the meal, Daniel stops as something crosses 
his mind. He turns to Archer,

“Are there others?”

Archer continues eating and responds with a full 
mouth,

“Others?”

“People,” Daniel clarifies.

“You said there are some cities but that's just here, 
this part of the world. Surely other people somewhere 
also survived.”

Archer finishes what's in his mouth and pauses 
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eating for a moment to respond. He clears his throat 
before he begins,

“We're not sure... Every once and a while people 
have left to go off and travel to find others but they're 
never seen again.”

Beth joins into the conversation,

“What happened to them?”

Archer shakes his head as he replies,

“No idea. Best bet is they didn't find anywhere safe 
for nights and the Novari got them or they kept going 
and found what they were looking for and just never 
came back.”

“Surely in the whole world, more people survived.” 
Daniel says.

Archer slowly eats again as he continues,

“My thought is, if we survived, surely others did. I 
mean, what happened to the night side of the planet 
when the flare hit? You would think it wouldn't have 
got the brunt of the flare but the problem is, with 
things trying to kill you all the time and no transport, 
how are we supposed to walk half way around the 
world to find out?”
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The others look at their food,

“I suppose so,” Beth says,

“I guess there's hope though, that there's something 
out there that's better,” she continues.

Archer looks over to her,

“You can't focus on hope though, not here, not now. 
If you don't focus everything you have on the here and 
now you die. These people can't afford hope.”

The group go silent for a moment as they process 
every thing that Archer has said. Beth looks up,

“I think hope must exist. What if hope is the thing 
that drives that one person to go out and find 
something better?”

Archer continues eating,

“Good luck to that man then. I hope he finds steak.”

Daniel finishes his food pack and contemplates 
questions as the others finish eating. He looks over to 
Archer,

“Why do the creatures only come out at night?”

Archer looks up,
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“They don't... They are out in the day as well but 
not as many. They seem to see better in the dark 
though, something to do with their eyes, I don't know, 
I'm no scientist. Maybe they just know deep down how 
much we don't like things that go bump in the night. 
Especially when those bumps turn into a 'help, help, 
it's got me'...”

Archer tries to keep eating but the questions 
continue,

“You keep calling them Novari. Why?” Beth asks.

Archer gives up on eating for a moment,

“Okay. So, it's question time, I get it... Okay... You 
remember I told you about the first man who went 
crazy and killed people?”

The group nods.

“His name was Novari. It's really as simple as that. I 
mean, his kind was always different but everyone still 
got along fine even with the way they looked. That 
was a dark day, though and I don't think the people 
then could have ever imagined what that day would 
spiral into.”

Archer looks around at them, no one seems to have 
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another question yet so he picks up his food,

“So, I can finish my food?”

No one responds,

“Okay then,” he says as he puts his hand back into 
the pack.

Just as he does, a gunshot is heard outside. He puts 
his food on the ground, quickly stands and rushes over 
to the metal window cover,

“Stay down,” he orders Daniel, who was getting 
ready to stand with him.

Archer opens a small flap in the window and looks 
down into he darkness. He can't see anything. He 
stands there for a few moments,

“What is it?” Daniel asks.

Archer takes a bit to respond,

“It has to be Grandis and his goons, unless someone 
else is out but no one is stupid enough to be out at 
night.”

“Except for us,” Beth responds.

“Of course, yes, except for us,” Archer agrees.
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He closes the flap and looks down, thinks for a 
moment, and seems unhappy with the decision he is 
facing.

“I'm going to have to go down and have a quick 
look,” he decides aloud.

Daniel stands up,

“Weren't you just saying that they like the dark 
more?”

Archer begins to walk over to the metal door, and  
looks through a small hole to the outside,

“Yes, yes... I'd prefer knowing who fired that shot 
and why, though.”

It's clear on the other side of the door so he lifts up 
the pipe and opens the door. He looks back to Daniel,

“I want you to lock this tight behind me. If I'm not 
back by the time the sun is up, wait for a while 'til you 
hear no more sounds outside. Then, head south. About 
an hour's walk past the buildings, you'll find South 
City.”

Archer walks out the door and Daniel grabs it. He 
leans back in and talks quietly,
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“I need you to be that stronger man, now. Look 
after them, okay?”

Daniel nods and Archer hands him the pistol,

“Just in case.”

With that, Archer turns and begins to make his way 
down the winding man-made stairs. Daniel closes the 
door and puts the pipe on the lock it before walking 
back over to the girls.

“I'm sure he'll be fine,” Beth assures Daniel as he 
sits back down.

Archer slowly makes his way down the stairs in the 
dark with his gun raised, carefully listening out for any 
sound.

After a few minutes, he makes it to the bottom and 
slowly makes his way over to the sharp vines that 
guard the entrance. He uses his gun to carefully push 
some aside and sticks his head out into the darkness. 
The moonlight softly shines through the trees and onto 
the ground.

He can't see anyone or anything so he pushes the 
vines all the way across and steps out, looking in all 
directions as he makes his way straight out of the 
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building and toward where the shot was fired.

He quickly glances around as he walks and quickly 
stops as he almost trips on something. He looks down.

Laying on the ground right in front of him is a 
Novari.

179



Joshuah Buckle

180



Novus

Chapter Eleven

Archer doesn't move, frozen in fear until he realises 
that it's dead.

He looks around and then kneels down to inspect 
the body. It has cuts all over it, its legs are bound, an 
arm is missing and it has a gunshot wound through its 
chest. It is the creature that was trapped earlier, the one 
that Daniel was made to kill.

He is worried and drops his head,

“Damn it, Grandis, what the hell are you doing...”

The sound of trees moving and sticks breaking 
echoes in the distance. Archer stands up and looks 
around. He raises his gun, waiting for whatever is 
coming.

“This isn't good...”

He waits for a moment, and listens to the sounds in 
the distance. Far away, he catches the flash of skin of a 
group of Novari heading his way.
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He quickly turns and runs, not caring about the 
spikes on the vines in the entrance that scratch his face 
and body as he dives through.

He lowers his gun so he can focus on running up the 
stairs as fast as he can.

He makes it half way up when he stops to hear the 
beasts reach the dead body outside. They don't sound 
happy at all. Suddenly, two of them burst into the 
bottom of the building and look around. In no time, 
they see Archer on the stairs. Without hesitation, they 
begin up the stairs and Archer does the same.

“OPEN THE DOOR!” He yells out.

Daniel and the others hear the screams from 
outside. Daniel jumps up and quickly makes his way 
over to the large metal door. He lifts the pipe and  pulls 
open the heavy door. He takes a step out and looks 
down to see Archer almost at the top with two Novari 
gaining on him. Daniel's expression changes to one of 
absolute fear,

“HURRY!” He screams.

Archer reaches the top of the building and runs 
inside. He quickly turns around to help Daniel close 
and lock up the door.
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Just as the pipe locks them in, the Novari hit the 
door with a loud thud. The sound of their angry growl 
is heard from the other side. 

Archer turns around to see Beth on the far side of 
the room holding Hayley tight.

Daniel turns to Archer,

“What now?..”

Archer walks toward the girls,

“For now we're safe. They won't get through that 
door and the only other way out of here is up.”

The sound of the Novari trying to break through 
continues.

“How did they find us?” Beth asks from the other 
side of the room.

Archer stops and is hesitant to answer.

Daniel looks over to him,

“What is it?”

Reluctantly, Archer explains,

“The body of the Novari that Grandis made you kill 
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is just outside...”

The others are confused.

“How... Why?” Daniel asks.

Archer walks around the room as he thinks,

“The only thing I can think of is that he dragged the 
body here to lead others here... That also explains the  
gunshot, to get their attention.”

Beth looks upset,

“Why would he do that?”

Archer shakes his head,

“I don't know... We're not the best of friends but I 
can't imagine why he'd try and get us killed. It just 
doesn't make any sense.”

The Novari at the door become quiet and move 
away from the door. Archer makes his way over and 
looks through the small hole to see where they are.

“They're gone...”

“That's a good thing,” Beth says.

He looks over at her,
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“Yes, but why did they leave?” He looks back 
through the hole as he asks.

Daniel walks over and opens the small flap on the 
metal window cover. As he looks down, he sees 
movement beneath the trees,

“Some thing’s down there,” he says.

Archer makes his way over and Daniel moves aside, 
to let him look.

At the bottom of the building, Archer sees one of 
the Novari begin to slowly climb up the side of the 
wall.

Archer buries his face in his hands to think for a 
moment.

“Archer?” Daniel says.

“Yeah, just let me think for a second.”

Daniel looks over at Beth and Hayley, who are 
worried.

Archer looks up,

“Okay... we're going to have to handle this.”

Archer walks over to the fireplace and motions for 
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the others to follow. They all make it over to him and 
he begins with his plan,

“We need to get out of here or they'll just wait us 
out or worse; they'll get to the roof and find a way 
down.”

“What do we need to do?” Daniel asks.

Archer bends down to pick up the flint rock and 
puts it in his pocket.

“On the far side behind the cupboard is a hole in the 
wall that leads to some dead space. There's not a lot of 
room but it's enough for us to squeeze through.”

Daniel looks over at the cupboard,

“What then?” Beth asks.

Archer walks over to the cupboard,

“A bit of a crawl and there's a ladder that leads to a 
hatch onto the roof.”

“Wait,” Daniel says,

“Aren't they climbing up the building?”

Archer nods,
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“Yes but there's more to the plan. We just need to 
take it one step at a time.”

Archer pushes the cupboard across, revealing the 
hole in the wall. He looks at the girls,

“I want you girls to come in after me. Daniel, you 
come in last.”

They all nod in agreement and Archer bends down 
and goes into the wall. The girls go in, followed by 
Daniel.

It's cramped inside as they carefully make their way 
through the wall and over to a ladder. Archer looks 
back to make sure everyone's through before he begins 
to climb.

He gets to the top and carefully pops up a metal 
hatch. He looks through it very carefully for a moment 
before lifting it all the way up and open.

He gets out onto the roof of the building and kneels 
down to help as Hayley comes up next,

“Up you come,” he says as he helps her out of the 
hole.

Beth comes out right after and Archer stands up and 
looks around as Daniel makes his way up.
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Archer pulls out the flint rocks from his pocket as 
Daniel climbs out. He joins Beth and Hayley and 
watches as Archer bends back down towards the hole,

“What now?” Daniel asks.

Archer grabs a small piece of thick string inside the 
hole and begins to create a spark. A few seconds later 
the string ignites and begins to burn up,

“Now, I light this fuse and we get the hell out of 
here,” Archer explains as he stands up. He stops 
suddenly. Behind Beth, at the edge of the building, one 
of the Novari climbs over and stares at them.

Beth sees the terror on Archer's face and freezes.

“DOWN!” He screams as he starts running at the 
creature. He raises his gun as the Novari lunges 
forward.

The pop of gunfire booms past Hayley and Beth as 
he runs at the beast who falls to the ground dead.

Archer stops and they all look around as three more 
Novari make their way up onto the building and others 
are heard under their feet inside the building. They 
stop and stare at the group with their mouths open, 
drool and teeth showing.
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Archer speaks quietly to the group,

“When I say 'go', head for the bridge to your right.”

On the far side of the rooftop is a man made bridge 
spanning the gap between their building and another 
close to it.

Neither Archer or the Novari move; they stare each 
other down.

“What are they doing?” Beth asks

“I don't know but we don't have time for this,” he 
says.

Just then, the Novari lower themselves to the 
ground, standing down.

Archer is confused.

“What the hell...”

Archer slowly turns around as a larger and more 
powerful alpha Novari climbs onto the rooftop. Scars 
cover its enormous body and it's clear that the others 
fear it.

“Oh shit, this can't be good,” Archer says as the 
alpha looks down at the dead one that Archer has just 
shot. It then looks up at him with fearsome anger in its 
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eyes and arches its body back to let out a roar.

“MOVE NOW!” Archer yells and they run to the 
bridge with Archer behind them, covering their escape.

The alpha Novari runs after him and Archer begins 
to fire. Some shots miss as he runs and others hit the 
large beast but they don't slow it down. It drops on all 
fours to chase.

“GO GO GO!” He shouts as they get onto the man-
made bridge and run across to the other side.

Archer looks back at the huge creature gaining on 
him then down at the building,

“Come on!”

Just then, the rooftop shakes, knocking everyone off 
balance. A loud explosion is heard far below.

Beth and Hayley make it across to the other 
building and Daniel is knocked over on the bridge 
shaking, lucky to have not fallen off.

He looks back as Archer gets onto the bridge, and 
another explosion is heard. The Novari look around 
and begin to run after them as the alpha almost reaches 
Archer.
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“GET UP KID!” He yells to Daniel, who quickly 
stands and makes it to the other roof.

The building they left begins to crumble from its 
base and leans. Archer is about to make it over when 
the bridge and building collapse, taking all the Novari 
including the alpha with it. Archer falls through the 
bridge and crashes through the top window of the 
building.

Daniel and the girls get to the edge and watch as the 
building hits the ground with a giant crash. It echoes 
through the city and sends a cloud of dust up into the 
air.

“ARCHER!” Daniel yells.

The sound fades as the debris comes to rest and 
there is no response. A few moments later. the sound 
of Archer coughing comes from the floor below them,

“I'm alright!”

Daniel looks over the edge to see him stumble to the 
window and up at them.

“Just give me a second to come up,” he calls as he 
moves away.

Daniel looks over at Beth and Hayley,
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“Are you two okay?”

Beth nods and looks at Hayley, who is unsure of her 
response so Daniel walks over to her and kneels down,

“Everything is going to be okay. I won't let 
anything hurt you.”

She looks to Daniel and gives him a hug.

A few moments later, a door busts open and Archer 
comes through, stumbling after using his shoulder to 
ram the door.

He looks over to the group and walks towards them,

“What the hell was that?”

The others are confused; this is his world.

“I have never seen one like that before,” Archer 
continues.

He walks past them and looks over at the rubble.

“It was huge,” Daniel comments.

Archer nods and turns to him,

“Yeah, kind of an understatement. It has to be some 
sort of alpha male.”
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“Alpha male?” Beth asks.

Archer walks past her to look around the building 
making sure no other Novari are coming,

“They act like pack animals, so it makes sense there 
are alphas in the groups. Just never seen one before or 
even heard bout them.”

Archer stops on another edge and looks down 
around the building; nothing seems to be moving 
around.

He starts to walk back to the others,

“It all looks clear. I guess nothing to do but...”

A gun shot echoes and Archer hits the ground.
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Chapter Twelve

“DOWN!” Archer yells as he hits the floor, and 
they all drop as low as they can.

They look around for the origin of the shot. There 
are a few buildings around them at almost the same 
height but nothing can be seen.

“Did I get you?” A voice yells from a neighbouring 
building.

Archer stops and tries to recognise the voice.

“Come on, Archer. Surely I didn't get you just on 
the first shot. Come show yourself so I can get a better 
shot!”

Archer lowers his head as he realises it's Grandis,

“I'm starting to feel like we have a problem here, 
Grandis!” 

“Oh, my boy, you are alive! Did I at least wing 
you?”

Archer looks at the graze on the side of his chest 
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that he is holding,

“You need to work on your aim. Not even a 
scratch,” he says as he reaches down, and pulls a rag 
out of his pocket.

Grandis laughs,

“Ah, that's a shame. Make it easy on us all; stand up 
so I can have another shot.”

Archer uses the rag and presses it on his wound,

“Nah, I think I'll be okay down here for now,” he 
calls back.

Daniel looks over to Archer,

“What the hell is going on?”

Archer shrugs his shoulders and continues yelling 
out to Grandis,

“So, Grandis. What's the deal with all of this? Is 
there an end game?”

There is silence for a few moments before the other 
man responds,

“Maybe I'm just bored or maybe it's just that you're 
keeping those flare kids safe!”
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Archer and the others are a little shocked. Archer 
looks to them and is confused,

“What are you talking about?” He pretends to not 
know.

“Oh, come on, Archer. You can easily tell by how 
clean their clothes are. Only an idiot wouldn't realise!”

Archer stops lying,

“They're only kids!”

“Rules are rules, Archer.”

Archer drags himself carefully over to the wall 
that's blocking their sight to Grandis and his men. He 
peeks over for a quick second and sees them inside the 
next building over, on the roof. He quickly ducks his 
head back down,

“So, how's this going to work?”

A few seconds later, Grandis replies,

“You're going to have to leave that rooftop some 
time and when you do, we're going to have to put you 
down...”

Archer crawls over to Daniel and the girls to make 
sure they're fine. He speaks quietly to them,
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“We're going to get out of this just fine. I know it's 
not much but they can't get to you here so try and get 
some rest. I'll figure it all out.”

“How are we supposed to rest?” Beth asks.

“Look... They can't see us if we're laying down, the 
only way in is through that door and I'll keep an eye on 
it. They'd be stupid to go all the way downstairs and up 
here anyway so we're fine. Lay down and close your 
eyes,” he tells them then turns around and crawls over 
to keep an eye on the door.

“You still there?” Grandis yells out.

“Wouldn't want to disappoint!” Archer yells back.

He crawls over to the wall and sits up just enough 
so his head is below the level of the top of the wall. He 
then holds his gun in hand, facing the doorway and 
continues talking to Grandis,

“So... Grandis... There's one thing I still don't quite 
understand.”

“What is it, my boy?”

Archer makes sure his gun is loaded as he talks,

“What are you really doing out this way? You can't 
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just be hunting Novari. You can do that anywhere!”

“You really don't want me to give you all the fun 
little details, do you? Maybe I was just out here 
looking for you!”

Archer pauses and thinks for a moment,

“If you wanted me, you could have just shot me 
earlier. This is something you only decided after we 
left you today!”

Grandis laughs,

“Maybe I just wanted to be creative. Leave a beast 
at your door and let them come knocking.”

Archer drops his head as he realises what's going 
on.

“So, that's it.... You're over here trapping and killing 
Novari and leaving their bodies on the South side... 
For what gain?”

“Good good... very good. You may be a little 
smarter than I thought.. Let's put it this way. If all the 
Novari colonies moved further south, being attracted 
by dead bodies...”

Archer interrupts,
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“Then North City would be safer because they 
would have been lead closer to us...”

The sound of slow clapping is heard from the other 
building,

“There we go... Look... I'm just making it safer for 
my people. You would do the same!”

Archer shakes his head,

“No, Grandis. I wouldn't sacrifice other people just 
for my own safety. We're all in this together and the 
day we start letting our own people die for that 
purpose, we might has well just become Novari.”

Grandis yells out in anger,

“I AM NOT ONE OF THOSE THINGS!”

Archer lets out a small laugh,

“You're leading them all to the South city. We can't 
hold them all out and eventually they'll overrun the 
city. You will cause mass murder all in the name of a 
little more safety for your own city. You're worse than 
the Novari...”

There is silence for a moment before Grandis 
replies,
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“I'm now very much going to enjoy killing you 
Archer.”

“Then you'll have just proven my point even 
more...”

Archer looks over at the kids who are resting,

“Daniel.”

Daniel looks over to him.

Archer reaches into his bag and pulls out a block of 
something with wires all around it.

“Get the girls to cover their ears and keep them safe 
for a second, okay.”

Daniel looks at the device and realises it's the same 
thing that Babarus used to blow himself up. Daniel 
drags himself over and puts his arm over the girls who 
look at him,

“What's going on?” Beth asks.

“There's going to be a loud noise. Cover your ears.”

Archer touches two of the wires together and they 
spark. He then quickly moves up and throws the bomb 
over to the other building and it lands through one of 
the windows.
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“GET OUT!” Grandis yells and, moments later, a 
huge explosion is heard. The shock wave shakes the 
buildings.

Daniel and the girls look up at Archer who has his 
fingers in his ears. He opens his eyes and looks over to 
them,

“Good. Our building didn't fall over.”

Daniel looks at him,

“That was a possibility?”

Archer doesn't reply. He moves around and pokes 
his head over the wall to see a huge chunk missing 
from the other building.

“Hey, Grandis... Did I get you?” He calls out 
sarcastically.

Nothing is heard for a moment as the dust and 
debris settles.

A second later, coughing is heard and Grandis 
stands up and hides behind a wall at a far window.

“I retract my previous statement. I'm 'really' going 
to enjoy killing you.”

Archer's eyes adjust and he sees one of Grandis' 
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men getting up and another one dead beneath the 
rubble in the building.

“One down, hey?”

Grandis looks around and sees the body.

“You've got til dawn!” Grandis yells out and then 
goes silent.

“I guess I'll see you in the morning then!”

Archer gets comfortable and looks over at Daniel 
and the girls,

“Get some rest, guys. Tomorrow is a big day.” They 
lay their heads down. 

Archer faces the door and readies his gun again as 
he mumbles to himself,

“I guess I'll sleep tomorrow night,” and he rubs his 
eyes and keeps guard.
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Chapter Thirteen

The sun begins to cast rays across the mountain in 
the distance as it peeks over the horizon. Archer is still 
awake, staring at the doorway to the roof. He crawls 
over to Daniel and the girls who are fast asleep on the 
roof,

“Daniel... Girls...” He whispers.

     Daniel's eyes open and he looks up and rubs his 
eyes.

“What's going on?”

Archer gets closer to them,

“It's morning. We should get going and try to get 
around Grandis.”

Daniel puts his arm over Beth,

“Beth... hey... wake up.”

She starts to stir and raises her head, quickly 
making sure Hayley is still there and safe.
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“We need to get going,” Archer tells her.

She nods in reply then starts to wake up Hayley.

Archer stands up but stays low, and walks back over 
to near the door. Daniel follows,

“So, what's the plan?”

Archer looks back at him.

“Go slow, be careful, and once we're clear, we run 
the rest of the way. The sooner you are all safe, the 
sooner I can bring others to deal with this new threat.”

Hayley opens her eyes,

“Is it morning?” She asks with a mumble as she 
tries to wake up.

Beth nods,

“We'll get to the city today and everything will be 
okay,” she tells her little sister.

Archer looks over at the girls who are now both 
awake,

“As soon as you're both ready, we'll head out.”

Beth nods.
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Archer moves over to the rooftop doorway and 
Daniel follows,

“We're going to have to take this real slow. No 
telling where they're hiding,” Archer says.

Daniel looks over to him,

“It's not like we needed something else trying to kill 
us.”

Archer nods with a grin.

They make it to the doorway and stop to wait for 
the girls who are slowly making their way over to join 
them.

Archer peeks inside and takes a step into the 
doorway,

“Stick behind me but not too close.”

Daniel agrees.

Archer starts down the stairs as Beth and Hayley 
join Daniel, and they begin to follow.

“So, what's going on?” Beth asks.

Daniel glances back at her,
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“He's making sure it's clear and as soon as we can, 
we'll make a run for the city.”

Archer turns back and motions for them to be quiet.

They slowly make their way to the bottom of the 
stairs and onto the first floor. They dodge the 
crumbling holes in the floor of the old building and 
make their way through a corridor and towards the 
next set of stairs.

Archer is feeling uneasy and stops. He turns to the 
others.

“Stay here. I'll go ahead and make sure we're clear. 
I don't want you guys getting in the way.” He heads 
down the stairs.

Daniel, Beth and Hayley stand there silently, 
listening as Archer makes his way down.

The way is still dark as the old windows and cracks 
in the wall are covered with vines. Archer takes each 
step with care as he slowly makes his way through the 
halls and towards the next set of stairs.

He makes sure the way is clear behind then 
proceeds downward to the next level.

His foot plants firmly on the next floor and he turns 
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the corner, waiting, listening for any sounds... nothing.

He begins to make his way through the large open 
area and toward the hall that leads to the next set of 
stairs.

As he reaches the hall, he hears footsteps close 
behind him but before he can turn, he is hit in the back 
of the head and hits the ground. His gun is kicked 
away and he looks up to see Grandis' goon, his shirt 
bloodied and his flesh bruised from the explosion the 
night before.

“Thank you for making this nice and easy,” Grandis 
says as he walks around from a room in the hall.

Archer rubs his head and starts to get up. The goon 
kicks him in the back of the knee, making him land on 
all fours,

“Stay on your knees,” he orders.

Grandis walks closer and stops in front of Archer,

“Don't mind him. He's just a little upset at you for 
injuring him and killing his friend.”

Archer glances back for a moment to the man,

“Sorry for blowing up your husband...” he mocks 
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with a grin and a laugh.

The man goes to kick him but is stopped by 
Grandis,

“No!... I've got something fun lined up for him and 
you don't want to ruin it.”

Grandis turns to walk,

“Bring him.”

The goon reaches down and grabs a handful of 
Archer's hair, tugging at it to lift him up. Archer 
groans in pain as he makes it to his feet.

“Move...” the goon grunts, and Archer stumbles. 
They follow Grandis through the hall and down the 
stairs.

“You've caused me a lot of problems, my boy.”

Archer looks forwards to him,

“Don't put any of this on me. If you weren't over 
here putting us at risk, none of this would have 
happened.”

Grandis turns around and punches Archer in the 
face, dropping him to one knee for a moment before he 
stands back up to face him.
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“I am doing this for my people,” Grandis says 
angrily.

Archer looks at him for a moment, realising he's 
lost his mind.

“You really think leading the colonies of Novari 
over to the south will keep you safe?”

Grandis doesn't respond but turns around to keep 
walking. His goon pushes Archer forward to follow.

“Once you've led them over, they're going to kill 
everyone and once they do, they'll only have one food 
source left. Then they're all going to come for your 
precious city.”

Grandis continues walking down but responds,

“Too bad we won't be there when they finish with 
the South.”

Archer is confused,

“What do you mean?”

They walk down the final stairs to the bottom floor 
of the building. Grandis stops and turns around,

“Once all those evil beasts are distracted, I'm 
leading my people away... forever.”
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“Where will you go? There's no way to tell if there's 
anyone else even left.”

Grandis doesn't respond but just grins at him for a 
moment before turning and walking out of the 
building.

“You've found something, haven't you?”

Grandis doesn't respond.

“Look, you're going to kill me anyway so just let 
me know.”

They walk outside and stop.

Grandis stairs at Archer for a moment in silence 
then he decides to tell him more,

“Okay, my boy. You really want to know?”

Archer nods.

“Alright... We found paradise...”

Archer is confused,

“What the hell are you talking about?”

Grandis takes a step toward him,

“Two weeks' travel with a large colony along the 
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edge of the land to the North.”

“What is it?” Archer asks.

Grandis' eyes light up,

“Hope. Paradise. An island bigger than anything 
you've ever seen and not a single beast for days.”

Archer looks at Grandis with hope and confusion,

“Why can't we all go to this place?”

Grandis turns around to walk,

“Sacrifices will have to be made for the survival of 
the human race.”

“As long as it's not your sacrifice, right?”

He turns back to Archer,

“I would gladly give my life for my people.”

Just then, a shot echoes through the city. They 
quickly duck and look around for the source. They 
watch as Grandis' man hits the ground, dead. Behind 
him, inside the building is Daniel, holding the gun he 
was given.

Grandis looks over to him and reaches for his gun. 
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Archer yells out and tackles him to the ground.

The two men fight on the ground and both get 
blows connecting.

Grandis kicks Archer off of him and gets up, and 
runs as fast as he can through the trees in escape.

Archer gets up and looks over to Daniel,

“Are you okay?”

Daniel is in shock at and lowers the gun.

Archer looks in the direction Grandis ran, and back 
to Daniel.

“Look after the girls. I need to end this.”

Archer stands, grabs his gun from the dead man 
then takes off in pursuit of Grandis.

He runs as fast as he can through the trees. The 
branches lash out and cut his body but he doesn't let it 
stop him.

In the distance, he sees Grandis running at full 
speed to escape.

“GRANDIS!”
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He turns back to see Archer then rounds a corner 
into a small clearing. He stops in the center and waits.

Archer knows better than to chase someone into an 
unknown area where they can get the upper hand. He 
ducks through vines into a building and runs through it 
until he finds a hole in the back.

He gets out of the building and runs towards 
Grandis, who is facing the wrong way with his gun 
pointing towards the corner.

Grandis turns when he sees out of the corner of his 
eye that Archer has entered the clearing.

“Very good, my boy. I was expecting you to follow 
me.”

“You don't give me enough credit,” Archer 
responds.

They both stand with their guns pointed at one 
another.

“I only want to save my people...”

Archer looks at him with a look of sadness,

“You can't save a group of people by knowingly 
endangering and killing others.”
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“But my people will be safe. Humans will live on 
without the threat and the Novari will eventually feed 
on each other, cleansing the world of their kind.”

Archer takes a small step forward.

“There can be another way. We can get everyone to 
safety. There's no need for all of this separation 
between our own people.”

Grandis shakes his head,

“This is the one true way.”

Archer is saddened by his failure to make him 
understand.

“No, Grandis. It's not...”

Archer stops moving and talking. He stares in the 
distance at a Novari standing on a cluster of rocks, 
looking around.

Grandis notices the look on his face and slowly 
turns around to see the beast. It isn't looking their way.

The men speak quietly,

“I need you to stop what you're doing... This can't 
be the way we protect our people,” Archer says.
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“It's the only way...”

Archer looks at the ground, wishing he could have 
gotten through to him. He looks back up and slowly 
takes a few steps back out of the clearing and to a tree.

“What are you doing?” Grandis asks.

“I'm sorry,” he says quietly as he hides behind the 
tree.

Archer struggles with the decision he doesn't want 
to make, but after a few moments of fighting with 
himself he raises his gun. He lets off a single shot.

The Novari turns toward the shot and sees Grandis 
standing in the clearing, now fearfully looking at the 
beast.

It growls and runs toward him,

“ARCHER!”

Grandis starts running but too quickly, the Novari 
tackles him and mauls him.

Archer is standing behind the tree trying not to 
listen. He carefully moves from tree to tree until he is 
back inside the building. He makes his way through 
and the sound of screaming stops.
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Exiting through the front of the building, he starts to 
make his way back to the others.

Daniel is walking up the the first floor of the old 
building to where Beth and Hayley are hiding.

“Beth?”

He looks around.

“We're over here,” she calls as they come out from 
behind a broken wall.

“What's happening? We heard shots.”

Daniel looks at the gun in his hand and puts it back 
in his pocket.

“Archer went off after that guy. We should go out 
and make sure it's safe.”

He turns around as Beth walks over to him and 
grabs his hand. Worried about him, she asks,

“Are you alright?”

Daniel looks at her then faces forward again, 
forcing himself to be the stronger man he knows he 
needs to become.

“I'm fine. Let's get going,” he says as he leaves her 
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side and walks down the stairs. Beth and Hayley both 
follow him down.

He reaches the ground floor and walks over to the 
opening. He pushes the vines aside and looks out to 
make sure it's safe. He turns back to the girls,

“Looks clear.”

He is about to take a step outside.

“Shouldn't we wait for Archer?” Hayley asks.

Daniel drops his head then replies,

“We can't be sure he's coming back.”

He turns to the girls,

“And what if Grandis comes back first?”

The girls understand and walk over to him. They all 
leave the building together as Daniel holds the vines 
aside.

“I say we just head south.”

“Hey!” Archer's voice is heard from a distance.

They all turn to see him walking their way.

Daniel turns to face him and waits until he's closer.
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“Glad to see you alive.”

“Me too,” he responds.

He reaches them and stops for a moment,

“We've already wasted enough daylight,” he says as 
he looks up at the sun that is now half-way across the 
sky.

“We'll head south but I want to take a small 
detour... I want to show you guys something.”

The others are intrigued.

“What is it?” Beth asks

Archer starts walking,

“Where's the fun in telling you?” 

They quickly follow him. Daniel catches up to talk,

“What happened?”

Archer glances over at Daniel.

“He's dead.”

Archer looks more upset than Daniel expects.

“You did the right thing. What he was doing was 
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insane.”

“I know,” Archer replies, then puts his hand on 
Daniel's shoulder,

“By the way. Thank you.”

Daniel looks at him,

“What for?”

Archer looks back to make sure the girls can't hear 
him,

“That can't have been easy for you earlier, what you 
did to save me.”

Daniel forces a look of strength onto his face, 
masking the sadness,

“It needed to be done. If I didn't, we could all be 
dead by now.”

Archer smiles,

“And that's what makes you that person. You make 
the right decisions for everyone.”

Daniel notices that Archer seems different. He's 
smiling more and there is a glint of something new in 
his eye.
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“What's going on?”

Archer turns to him,

“What do you mean?”

“Something happened. You seem happier.”

Archer smiles,

“That's because for the first time since I came to 
this place, a sliver of hope has shown itself...”

Daniel is confused.

“Hope?”

Archer continues,

“What Grandis was doing was good - he was just 
doing it the wrong way. They've found a safe haven 
where there are no Novari.”

“Where?”

“About two weeks' walk north, along the coastline. 
There is a huge island.”

Daniel tries to remember his high-school geography 
but is unsure so he turns back to Beth,

“Beth.”
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She looks forward to him,

“You're the smart one. What is up from Seattle?”

She thinks for a moment before replying,

“Canada.”

“Can you be more specific? Anything about an 
island?”

She thinks again,

“Vancouver is just over the border and I think 
Vancouver Island is off the coast.... Why?”

Daniel doesn't reply to her but looks to Archer,

“There you go. An island.”

Archer keeps walking,

“The only issue is getting people there safely.”

They both think for a moment before Daniel has an 
idea.

“What about Grandis' plan?”

Archer looks at him with a concerned expression,

“I'm not sacrificing an entire city to save my 
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people.”

“No no no... What if somehow we lead them in the 
wrong direction somehow. Just for long enough to get 
everyone on their way...”

Archer thinks about the proposal.

“You know, that could work... As soon as we get 
back to the city, I'll get you guys sorted then talk to the 
leaders. If all goes well, this could lead to a new life 
for everyone.”

They continue walking until they reach a clearing 
and stop.

“What is it?” Beth asks.

Archer smiles,

“This is what I wanted to show you all.”

They walk out from behind the trees to see what 
used to be the ocean. Light refracted and bounced 
around the air as the ground shone brightly.

“What is that?” Daniel asks.

“It's so pretty,” Hayley remarks.

Archer looks at them then back to the view,
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“When the flare hit, all the sand was instantly 
melted into a rough kind of glass.”

As far as the eye could see, there were sharp spikes 
of crystallised sand everywhere.

“It's... it's beautiful,” Beth says.

“Like I said. This world can be beautiful, you jut 
need to look.”
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Chapter Fourteen

The group continue staring at what used to be a 
beach. Daniel notices the ocean,

“Wait. How is there water in there?”

They all look at him, confused.

“What do you mean?” Archer asks.

Daniel takes a step forward.

“The flare burnt up the whole world. Wouldn't the 
water have boiled down to nothing?”

Archer looks out over the water as Beth has her say,

“I guess it probably did but the steam and vapour 
would have hung around and eventually it would have 
rained.”

Archer looks back at her,

“See. The world never needed us; it can look after 
itself.”

They stand there for a while longer staring out over 
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the glassy sand spikes toward the ocean.

“We should get going,” Archer says, then starts 
walking toward the beach.

“There's a comm point not far from here. We'll be 
able to let the city know we're coming.”

He looks back at them,

“It also might be an idea to do something with your 
clothes.”

“What do you mean?” Beth asks.

“Your clothes are too clean and intact. It doesn't 
really suit this time,” he explains.

He points forward to a building on what used to be 
a dock near the water.

“That's where we're going.”

They carefully walk along the open area toward the 
comm point, looking for movement in the trees and 
buildings at all times.

Daniel has a thought and moves closer to Archer,

“You said we're going to radio the city.”
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Archer doesn't quite understand his line of thought,

“Yeah...”

“How do you power radios? Is there electricity?

Archer understands now,

“Ahh. No no, there's no electricity. Well, no power 
plants or anything like that. There's a river running 
under  our city and that powers a few things in the city 
like radio, some light and things like that. The comm 
point is here because we've made a small power 
generator that runs off the ocean current. It's nothing 
too fancy but we're getting there.”

They reach a small barrier and walk between some 
large pointed posts. On the other side is an open area 
that leads to the comm point building.

“How far is the city?” Beth asks.

“A few hours. We'll have plenty of time to get there 
and if I let them know we're coming, they can come 
meet us on the way.”

Archer points behind the building to a pile of wood, 
plants and dirt,

“While I'm on the radio, try and dirty up those 

229



Joshuah Buckle

clothes a bit.”

They nod and walk past Archer who slides a large 
metal door across and steps inside the building.

A few cupboards sit around the edge and on a table 
is  a pile of electronics and a radio. He walks straight 
over and flicks a switch but nothing happens. He flicks 
it off and on a few times before leaving the room and 
finding the others.

“Daniel.”

He looks up at Archer,

“I need a hand.”

Daniel stands and turns to Archer, wiping his dirty 
hands on his shirt,

“Yeah, sure. What is it?”

He walks past and Daniel follows toward a small 
pipe that leads to the water,

“I need you to follow that as far as you can. 
Somewhere, there must be a break because I'm getting 
nothing to the radio.”

Daniel walks over to the pipe,
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“I'm on it.”

Archer turns back around and heads back towards 
the building. Beth helps Hayley to make her clothes 
look old and raggy.

Daniel traces the pipe along the ground until it 
reaches the water. There are no breaks. He looks back 
as Archer walks inside the building, then back at the 
water,

“I guess I'm going in,” he says to himself, and takes 
off his shoes, socks and shirt. He also places his gun 
carefully on his clothing then carefully walks into the 
water.

Once he gets deep enough, he dives under and runs 
his hand along the cable until he reaches a large 
rectangular object. It has a rotor inside of it, spinning 
from the rush of the water.

He quickly surfaces for air and gasps, taking a few 
breaths then dives back down again.

He finds the cable again and realises that it has 
become disconnected from the device. He pulls the 
cable until he has the end connector in his hand. He 
then feels around for where it is supposed to go.

231



Joshuah Buckle

Archer is sitting with the radio, making sure all the 
leads are connected, and he switches it on and off, 
waiting for the static sound to come.

After a few moments he leaves the room again to 
talk to Daniel.

He makes it out and looks around. Turning to the 
girls, he asks,

“Where did he go?”

The girls shrug their shoulders, so Archer walks 
over to the cable. When he finds Daniel's clothes and 
gun, he looks out over the water and mumbles to 
himself,

“Shit...”

“DANIEL! DANIEL!”

There is no response.

Archer is about to take his boots off to go get him as 
Daniel explodes out of the water, pulling in a gasp of 
air.

“HEY!”

Daniel turns to see Archer.
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“GET THE HELL OUT OF THERE!”

Daniel starts swimming over to the shore.

Archer is looking anxiously over the water.

Only a few moments later, Daniel reaches the shore 
and walks over to Archer.

“What were you doing?” Archer asks.

“You said to follow the pipe.”

Archer lowers his head then looks back up at him,

“I didn't mean into the water. I'm glad you're okay,” 
he sighs. He turns around and walks away. Daniel 
shakes himself off and starts putting his clothes back.

“I do know how to swim,” he calls out.

Archer stops and turns back for a moment,

“I don't doubt that. I do doubt you surviving all the 
flesh eating sea animals.”

Daniel stops,

“Uh, what? I thought everything died?”

“Not quite everything. Some fish and things 
survived but living in irradiated water for fifteen 

233



Joshuah Buckle

hundred years... Imagine Novari, but fish.”

Daniel looks at the water then back to Archer,

“Oh...”

“Yeah. The water is safe now but not the things in 
it. Maybe something to keep in mind.”

Daniel nods and gets dressed as Archer walks back 
inside.

He makes his way over and flicks the switch. No 
static is heard but a small light comes on.

“This is Archer. Is anyone there?”

A small red light blinks, showing he's receiving 
signal but there is no sound.

Archer plays with the buttons but realises that the 
speaker must be broken.

“I am not receiving audio and I can't be sure you 
can hear me. Myself and three kids are coming back in 
a few hours to South City. An escort would be much 
appreciated. We are four hours out and currently at 
comm point three.”

The red light blinks again for a while then stops.
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Archer turns the radio off and walks out to the others. 
Daniel is fully dressed and is now sitting with the girls,

“Did you get them?” Beth asks.

“I think so. The speaker's dead though, so I'm not 
sure... you guys ready?”

They nod and stand up.

“It's a pretty straight shot now. We can follow the 
line of trees for cover along the coast then just cut in to 
the city in a few hours... Smooth sailing.”

They start off and head through the barrier and out 
toward the trees then start making their way along.

The sun is high and it's quiet as they walk along for 
what seems to be hours until Archer motions for them 
to wait,

“Stop...”

“What is it?” Daniel asks

“I'm not sure.” 

“Wait here a moment.”
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Archer leaves them and moves forward until he 
comes across a dead Novari on the ground. Its leg is 
stuck in a trap and its throat is cut.

He shakes his head,

“Damn it, Grandis.”

He walks back to the others.

“It looks like Grandis was busy. I found another 
dead one.”

He looks at Hayley, not wanting to scare her any 
more than she already is,

“We'll walk around it and head on.” 

Archer turns and takes a wide walk around the dead 
beast. He looks over at the dead body and heads 
forward, back on their original trail through the broken 
city.

Archer stops when he sees a Novari moving in the 
distance. He quickly looks around and spots a mostly 
intact building not far from them,

“Follow quietly.”

He starts moving, and keeps eye on the beast as 
they all make their way into the building.
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“What's going on?” Beth asks,

“Another one but a lot less dead.”

He walks around the inside of the building until 
they reach a small hole in the back. Archer looks 
through carefully to make sure it's clear.

“Stay close,” he says as he squeezes through the 
hole, followed by the others.

Archer has his gun raised as they slowly make their 
way through the forest. Everyone's eyes are darting left 
to right, making sure nothing is there.

“How much further?” Beth asks.

Archer continues scanning the area as they walk,

“Not far. At this speed, a little over an hour.”

Daniel looks up at the sky, the sun is getting low.

“Do we have enough time?”

Archer looks up,

“Should be more than enough. We just need to take 
it slow.” 

He stops again and the others do the same. Far in 
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the distance is a small group of Novari, moving away 
from them.

No one moves, no one makes a sound until Archer 
begins to move again,

“This isn't right,” he says.

“What's wrong?” Daniel asks.

“There are never this many Novari this close to the 
city during daylight.”

He remembers what Grandis had said.

“I guess Grandis' plan was a little further along than 
I thought,” he says when he sees another lifeless 
trapped Novari off to the side, strung up against a tree.

Beth covers Hayley's eyes so she doesn't see the 
horrible sight.

They all move quickly and quietly past. Archer is 
getting worried at all the activity. They reach a thick 
area of bush between buildings and stop. Archer turns 
to Hayley,

“Hey. Are you okay?”

She nods. She looks up at Archer and freezes, her 
eyes widen in terror.
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Archer turns to see the alpha Novari in the distance, 
still alive and looking around.

“No one move,” he whispers. 

They stay completely still and watch as it looks 
around. It faces away from them and Archer takes 
gentle steps towards the closest building. The others 
follow.

“Inside and up as high as you can go,” he tells them, 
and he slows down to let them go first, making sure 
they're not followed.

Archer keeps his eye on the alpha in the distance as 
he is almost out of view. Suddenly, he hears a noise 
from behind and turns as a Novari jumps toward him. 
He swings his gun and shoots the beast and moves out 
of the way as it hits the ground.

Archer looks up as the alpha turns and sees him. It 
lets out a terrifying roar and it starts running toward 
him with others behind.

“GO!” He screams to the others and runs inside, 
following them up the stairs.

They run as fast as they can up the winding and 
broken staircase. Archer looks up to see a large gap in 
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the stairs, too far to jump.

“That's enough. Through the hall.”

They listen and run down a long hallway. They look 
through openings in the hallway to see Novari coming 
through the windows from outside. Archer shoots at 
them but doesn't want to waste the last of his 
ammunition.

He pulls out a large knife and continues running 
behind the others,

“STOP!” He yells, and jumps in front of Daniel to 
skewer a Novari through the chest that was ready to 
attack him. The beast hits the ground and Archer pulls 
the knife back out, and looks back down the hallway to 
see the alpha coming up the stairs.

“MOVE!” 

They continue up the hall to another set of stairs 
leading upwards.

“TO THE ROOF!”

They run up the stairs and continue to turn, making 
their way up the final flights and onto the top floor.

“Look for something leading to the roof.”
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The sounds of the Novari are getting closer as they 
run through the top floor to the far side.

Archer stops at a window,

“HERE!” He yells to them and they stop.

They look across and not far away is the broken 
remains of another building, leaning against the one 
they're inside on.

“Get across and find somewhere to hide.”

Daniel jumps across without hesitation and looks 
back to help the girls across. Beth carefully helps 
Hayley stand on the ledge and lean across where 
Daniel pulls her the rest of the way. Beth then goes 
across quickly, hearing the sounds of the beasts 
coming towards them.

Daniel comes out and leans over ready to come 
back to Archer but is stopped,

“No. They need you.”

Daniel stops and realises he's right. He turns around 
to carefully make their way across the slanted floor of 
the building.

They stumble and slide along the broken floor and 
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come across a tightly blocked room where they 
squeeze to get in. It's dark inside but safe so they hide 
in the far corner quietly.

Daniel turns and starts to leave,

“Daniel?” Beth says.

He stops for a second,

“I can't leave him alone out there.”

He turns to her,

“Stay here as long as you need and when you don't 
hear anything, just go south.”

He then squeezes back out of the entrance and runs 
as fast as he can up the sloped floor.

Archer is standing at the window, facing the sounds 
of the Novari as the alpha comes up the stairs and 
heads right for him.

Archer raises his gun and lets off his last few shots 
into the alpha. It picks up speed, growling loudly. 
Archer is scared but pushes the fear aside and raises 
his knife. 

The alpha roars and jumps as Archer ducks to the 
side, digging his knife into the side of the creature and 
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cutting it from arm to hip. It hits the ground and 
quickly turns back around to Archer.

He readies his knife again to attack as three shots 
are heard. The alpha stops, hitting the ground. Archer 
looks over the dead body to see Daniel through the 
window.

“I told you to look after the girls.”

Daniel lowers the gun,

“You're welcome. Hurry up!” Daniel tells him.

Archer turns back, hears the other Novari searching 
for them, and he runs across to jump over to Daniel. 
Just as he does, he is tackled out the window by an 
injured Novari and they both fall to the ground.

“ARCHER!” Daniel screams, and looks down to 
see them hit. Neither Archer nor the creature move.

Daniel is upset and scared and waits a few 
moments, staring at Archer. Still no movement. He 
can't wait any longer and turns, sliding down the hall 
towards the girls and gets through the tight entrance as 
fast as he can. He races over to the girls in the far 
corner and they hide.

“Archer?” Beth asks quietly.
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Daniel looks at her then drops his head,

“He's gone...”

They are all upset but have to stay quiet as they hear 
the footsteps of Novari outside.

Beth covers Hayley's mouth and they all watch the 
shadows pass the tight entrance.

It only takes a few moments before the Novari 
move on and continue their search. Daniel and the girls 
wait until they haven't heard any sounds for a while 
before they begin to make their move.

“What do we do now?” Beth asks with tears in her 
eyes.

“Now we get out of here and make it to the city.”

Daniel walks over to the entrance.

“How are we going to get there without him?”

Daniel turns to them,

“He said we weren't far. We just need to make a 
break for it and get there before dark. It's better than 
sitting here and starving, waiting for them to find us.”

The girls stand up.

244



Novus

Daniel makes his way out of the hole and looks 
around. There is nothing. He waves for the girls and 
they follow him out.

Daniel pulls out his gun and checks the ammo.

“Two shots. I just hope I don't need them.”

He starts down the sloped building to the end of the 
hall where the structure is falling apart. He looks down 
and it's only a short drop to the ground. He slides out 
and puts the gun in his pocket so he can help the girls 
down.

Hayley is let down first, followed by Beth. They all 
look around for a moment before heading off,

“That is south. We'll take it slow.”

They walk a short while and get to the end of the 
buildings, heading into thick forest.

The sun is starting to fade,

“We need to go faster,” Daniel says, and he picks 
up speed.

They start running through the forest with the light 
fading.

Suddenly, they hear something running behind 
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them. Daniel stops and lets the girls pass him,

“GO!”

He pulls out the gun and gets ready. A Novari 
explodes out from behind bushes and heads towards 
them.

“DANIEL, RUN!” Beth yells but he stands his 
ground.

Suddenly, Ethan runs out from the side in the forest. 
The Novari is distracted and heads towards him. Ethan 
is holding a long stick sharpened to a point and he 
drives it into the beast.

With its last breath, it closes its jaw around Ethan's 
neck and drags him to the ground.

“ETHAN!”

Daniel runs over to the bodies.  He makes sure the 
Novari is dead.

“What the hell are you doing?” Daniel says as he 
rips part of his shirt off and presses it onto Ethan's 
neck that is spurting blood.

Ethan is trying to talk,

“I....I'm sorry.”
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Daniel looks over to the girls who need him. Beth is 
about to move toward him,

“No! Stay there!”

Daniel looks back at Ethan and his eyes have glazed 
over; he's dead.

He closes his eyes and runs back over to the girls,

“Go now.”

“Was that Ethan?”

“I SAID, GO NOW!” He yells as he runs.

They all run as fast as they can, and moments later, 
Hayley points ahead,

“Beth...”

They look to where she's pointing and they see 
black smoke in the distance.

“That has to be it,” Beth says.

A roar of Novari is heard in the distance behind 
them.

Daniel looks back but can't see anything. It's getting 
dark.

247



Joshuah Buckle

They run into a small clearing and Hayley trips 
over. Daniel quickly helps her and looks back as Beth 
catches up and then stops.

Daniel helps Hayley stand up,

“You okay?” Beth asks her from the edge of the 
clearing.

Hayley nods as Daniel holds on to her.

“I don't know how much more I can take,” Beth 
cries as she catches her breath.

Daniel looks over to her,

“Not much longer. We need to run the rest of the 
way and we need to go now,” he tells her.

She tries to stand but drops back down. Daniel sits 
down beside her to make sure that she's alright.

“Okay, I'm ready,” she says, and just as she does 
she is ripped backwards into the dark forest,

“NOOOOOOOO!”

“BETH!”

They both scream out in pain after her.

248



Novus

Five Novari slowly move into the clearing from all 
sides, heading towards them. Daniel looks around and 
has nothing left in him.

He holds Hayley tight,

“Just... close your eyes. Everything is going to be 
okay.”

He squeezes her and closes his eyes along with her. 
They wait as the footsteps get closer and the growls 
echo.

The whole area is suddenly lit up and the explosion 
of gunfire is heard all around. Daniel keeps holding 
Hayley as tight as he can to keep her safe. The sound 
stops.

Daniel opens his eyes to see dead Novari all around 
and a group of men walking into the clearing.

“It's alright. We got Archer's radio message. 
Everything is going to be okay,” says the leader of 
South City.

Exhausted, Daniel tries to speak,

“Archer... he.. he didn't make it but he wanted me to 
tell you something... there's a place..” He is 
interrupted,
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“It can wait. For now, let's just get you both back to 
the city.”

One of the men picks up Hayley and another lifts 
Daniel over his shoulder.
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Chapter Fifteen

Rays of light cross the horizon above South City. 
The city is huge and beautiful, full of people going 
about their lives. A giant wall surrounds the entire 
area.

Daniel awakens quickly and looks around,

“Hayley!”

The leader of South City is standing there behind a 
small group of people who have cleaned up Daniel's 
wounds.

“She's completely fine,.She's in another room 
resting with her sister.”

Daniel looks over at him, confused,

“But. I saw her.”

The leader speaks over Daniel,

“It's okay. We got to her before it was too late.”

“Can I see them?” Daniel asks.
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The leader thinks for a moment before responding,

“Sure.”

Daniel stumbles to his feet and follows him out of 
the small room and out into the city. Daniel looks 
around as they cross the dirt street and walk into 
another building.

He looks through a door quietly and sees Hayley 
asleep.

“Where's Beth?”

The leader motions for him to look on the far side 
of the room, to where a small group of people are 
gathered.

Daniel walks in and over to them. On a bed behind 
them is Beth, covered in bruises and cuts. Her left arm 
is gone.

“We couldn't save it.”

 Daniel gets upset but realises it could have been 
much worse,

“I'm just glad she's alive.”

He stares at her for a moment, glad she's safe.
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“You said Archer had a message for us?”

Daniel turns around,

“Yeah. Can we go somewhere to talk?”

The leader motions for Daniel to follow him.

“I hope it's good news. We've had nothing but 
Novari sightings all over the south lately and could do 
with a little hope.”

Daniel smiles,

“Hope is exactly what I'm bringing.”
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Chapter Sixteen

Archer's eyes open and he looks down at the dead 
Novari slung across his body. He struggles to push it 
off and slides out from underneath it.

He looks around and stands up, stumbling. His body 
is heavily bruised and a shard of metal is stuck into his 
thigh.

He pulls the metal out and muffles his pain as to not 
gather attention.

He drops it and starts walking out from between the 
buildings, out to the open area on the coastline.

He stops and looks forward to the black smoke from 
the city.

“No.”

He turns around and looks northward.

“The island.”

He realises that now alone he has the chance to head 
north to make sure the island is safe. He can then come 
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back and bring everyone there for a new, safe life 
without beasts haunting their every waking moment.

He takes one last look toward the city and then 
starts walking north.

THE END
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